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RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES 


In and about Lo vp o x, Sc. 


1 is in hope, my dear Brother, of advancing in 


the tender breaſts of many Young People ſuch 
a juſt concern for Religion and eternal Happineſs, 
as I verily think I have obſerved in many of you, 
that I now publiſh this compaſſionate call to ſin- 
ful Prodigals; who, by leaving the houſe and 
government of their heavenly Father, have parted 
with all true honour, peace and happineſs ; and 
can never retrieve thoſe bleſſed enjoyments, but 
by an effectual return to God and their duty; 
which gives us ſuch an undeniable reaſon for the 
neceſſity of the Converſion of a ſinner in order to 
his happineſs, that no perſon who will ſeriouſly 
conſider it, can withſtand its convincing power. 

For who can once think, that men may fight 
againſt Go p, and come off with victory and 
triumph? or, that ſuch as love nothing fo much 
as fin and pollution, can inherit the undehled 
kingdom of our Lord Jesus CHRIST or, that 


ſuch as ſerve the Devil, and bear his likenefs up- 


on earth, will be as happy as the regenerate chil- 
dren of Gop in the other world? The leaſt ap- 
plication of mind will ſhew us the impoſſibility 
of theſe things; and conſequently, that all wick- 
ed people muſt ſpeedily repent and amend their 
lives, or periſh for ever. But yet indeed it is a 
very ſad truth, of which we have too many 
mournful inſtances, that habituated ſinners may 
at laſt arrive at ſuch a defperate pitch of inſen- 
fibleneſs, as to be blind to all the convictive 


perſuaſives thereof. 
have therefore chiefly directed this evangeliexi 


methods of the goſpel, and dead to the mighty 
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judicially eloſed againſt the proclaimed Grace of 


tual purpoſe, that it is enough to affect the dulleſt 


_ giver of all good, when we behold Youth giving 


85 ligion, than from the utmoſt indulgence of ſens 


» thouſand in the .tents .of wickedneſs? . Ant 
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call to Young Perſons, who ate not yet ſoffatally 


inured to fin; hoping that their ears are not thus 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. - — | 
And truly as to this, it is matter of abundant 
* to Gop, that he has opened the ears and 
earts of many of Vou to receive divine inſtruc- 
tion in your younger years ; and this to ſuch effec- 


beholder to ſee the vigour and ſtedfaſtneſs of you 

zeal for Gon, and yout humble and holy depot. 

tnent in his ſight. 34s | 
What ſuitable praiſe can we offer to Gop, the 


examples of piety to Age; delighting in the praiſes 
of Gop as their thief joy; and celebrating the 
exerciſes of our holy Religion with ſuch reliſh and 
delight, as gives a ſcaſonable demonſtration to this 
abandoned age, that there are vaſter pleaſures to 
be reaped from the bleſſed entertainments of Re- 
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ſual vanities? b 
I would therefore intreat all Young Perſons, who 
are naturally lovers of pleaſure, to make this expe- 
riment ; namely, to frequent the holy ordinance 
of Gor, and join their hearts with a. ſuitable 
warmth to yours, in the worſhip, love and praiſes 
of Gop, for a competent time, and them let then 
tell us whether © one day in the houſe (and wit 
the houſhold) of Gor, be not better than 4 
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whether any company be really ſo deſitable a 
that which tends to advance our ſpiritual andever 
laſting happineſs? 1 
In this, they will have an inconcewableadvar- 
tage over ſuch as engage themſelves in. wickee 


S © 


4828 


— — 


No ru ReLiozovs SocteTIEs, v 


company; far theſe meet to their mutual con- 
demnation, and to the confuſion of each others 
faces; to inſſame each others luſts here, and to 
be fire bands to each others conſciences for ever. 
And therefore, except they are perfectly hardned, 
they who meet together for ſinful ends muſt needs 
leave each others. company with ſorrowful hearts, 
wiſhing they never had ſeen or met. each other; 
regretting: the guilt with which they have loaded 
each others conſcience; foreſeeing with horror 
the light: of that day which . will diſcover all. the 
works of darkneſs; in which the partners in fin 
muſk appear; together to“ give an account for 
u what, they have jointly done in che fleſh,*« 

Bat pious Society begins and: ends other ways. 
Such meet to. advance the glory of. Gon, arid: the 
grace and peace of each others Souls. And there- 
tore; they: part, as I have obſerved, with joyful re- 
flections on have been tranſacting toge- 
ther and with a bleſied hope of meeting each other 
with. jop before Gon, and of being ever with him. 

Enlivened by this hope, your zeal may well 
take wing; and ſoar to a loſty eminency. But then, 
leſt it ſheuld ovaporate, or becomeunſteady, you 
happilytake care by your excellent Rules to poiſe 
your zeal by a ous Humility, and the ftea- 
dy love of Unity and Order. For you make a try. 
ly Chriſtian Reformation without a dect; and 
wbilſt you hate and:ſeparate from fin, you love and 
pity the ſinner; and whilſt yaur affections ate in 
the greateſt warmth, you keepto that ſound Form 


of Doctrine and Druttion in which you have 


been educated; and do your utmoſt to teviye tile 
primicine urity and power of the Chriſtian Re- 
igion in the. moſt ancient methods, 

In theſe and other x articulars you ſhew a zeal 


Ouly be exceeding careful to walk worthy of this 


number of the true worſhippers of Gon; till at 

laſt, all theſe leſſer luminaries of the Church be- 

there it will be the very nature, bliſs and glory 
Gop 


pleaſe Gop in his time, to introduce every one 


Chriſt; in particular, 
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ſteered by knowledge and balanced by humility; 
which is a good argument that it is a fruit of the 
Spirit of God ; and is the beſt ground I any where 
find to hope that Gop will not leave us utterly, 


your ſpecial profeſſion of Religion; always re- 
membering of what concernment. all, religious 
actions are, wherein Gop is the object, conſti- 
ence the regiſter, and eternity the conſequence. 
It may be expected from you, that ye ſhoul( 
do more than others. And O! may it ever be 
feen that you are to others exemplary in all hu- 
mility, purity and integrity of heart and life. 
Then will you lay a good foundation, and in- 


creaſe in your holy purpoſes ; you will then en- WM, 
gage the prayers of all the lovers of Gop and 


Religion on your behalf: and may it pleaſe the 5 
Goo of all grace to enliven and advance your zeal 

tor his glory to ſuch a conſpicuous brightneſs, 2 Wl c. 
may greatly glorify his name on earth, retrieve ill |; 
the honour of our holy Religion, andincreaſe the 


low ſhall be united in that grand conſtellation of 
the Church above, where holineſs will never be 
envied, reproached. or moleſted ; and will never 
need to be excited, cheriſhed or advanced; for 


perfected ſouls, to love ſerve and praiſe 
.; Jato this bleſſed Society of the Firft born may it 


of you, and every one that bears the Name of 
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Dur affeftionate Servant in the Goſpel, 
| Jos. Woop WAR. 
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INCE Young People are very often al 
ſaulted by powerful temptations, to Sin and 


8 Vanity; both from the violence of their 
u. own carnal inclinations,, and the many ill ex- 
„ a mples of this preſent world; nothing can be a 


more ſeaſonable kindneſs to them, than ta ſhew 
them the pernicious folly of walking after theit 


= own hearts Juſt, and after the examples of un- 
zeal nn 6 

And on the contrary it is likewiſe very neceſ- 
„a that they ſhould be convinced, how truly 


eve BY tweet and bleſſed it will be to them, to live ac- 
cording to their Chriſtian Vows; and to preſerve 
that religious integrity which will inſure Gop's 


ar favour to them in all conditions, whilſt they live 
on earth; and will render them truly happy when 


they come to die. 5 
N 11 therefore the ſole deſign of this little trea- 
tiſe, to demonſtrate to all Young Perſons, what 
ſolid comfort and true honour they will attain by 
„ bianing their life well, in dedicating the firſt- 
JW fruits of their reaſon and ſtrength to Gop, and 
by refraining from thoſe indulgences of Youthful 
Luſts, whereby man y ruin themſel ves in the morn- 
ing of their age, and make their life like a cloudy 
, winter's day, very /hort, and very uncomfortable. 
* 2 21 , 34 ack . el 
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But if Young People, through the. grace and 
bleſſing of God, preſervetheir youthful tenderneſs 
and modeſty, and fortify their diſgolitions by-the 
true dove and feæ of Gon, they will become as a 
wall of braſs about them in theit advanced years, 
to pteſerte their Piety and Viytue: and they will 
find it to be a ſort of violence to their temper, to 
open any paſſage to inordinate luſt. And hereby 
they will prevent the diſmal effects of thoſe falljes 
which ſome lament bitterly in their declinſngycass, 
and others regret with horror to alk eternity, + + 
It is one great unhappineſs of Vouth, that it has 
but little Experience of things. They Haye not 
feen ſuch ruinous inſtances of Sin and. Luſt, as 
more aged perſons have; and therefore they have 
not fuch horrible ideas of fin as are very uiſeful to 
confirm them in the ways of religion. But bere 
their prudence muſt induce them to learn at the 
colt of others, whoſe follies have betrayed them tq 


the Haſhes of their fatal wickedneſs, rather than to 
try the dangerous experiment upon themſelves, 
And as to this, alas ! the blotted names, the 
tuined eſtates, and the rotting carcaſes of many 
vicious young Men, will give them. an irtefraga- 
ble demonſtration, that u the fear of Gop is the 
u beginning of wiſdom,” the paths of Religion the 
only paths of rational pleaſure and peace,and that 
nothing but well-doing can come off, with ho- 
nour and advantage at thelaſt, 

Such as ſet out well in the ways of Godlinel 
and, Honeſty, and perſiſt therein with 2.camely 
feadineſs and integrity, ſhall tige 6 beautiful 
Jights on earth, and hereafter as glorious, its in 
the firmament of God for ever and evet. Ever) 
ſtep they fake; will advance their comfortable 
proſpe& into the other world. It tends to make 
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their minds ęaſy, their conſclences ſerene; their 
hearts at reſt, there affretions lighters their can- 
verſation uſeſul, their. ſelf+inquiry:: comfortable, 
their proſpect delightſul, their days happy, their 
death · rapturoua, and their eternuy hleſſed. 
But if any unhappy Youth; ſorgetting or ſllght- 
ing the covenant of bis Hapuſm, and the la f 
his God, wilt put hirmſelf among thanebildren 
of Folly; and run with others 10/tht-farae j 
of Riot z; what à2 torrent of miſery willi from 
henceforth flow in upon him ? AHie is taken cap 
tive by the Devil, and is bound ip the chains of 
his own wickedneſs. He has not one reaſonable 
comfort' left, except it be whit relates to his 
pentanee; and the comforts of this ate only t 
attaingd by very bitter Sorrow: And witbaiuti this 
his life in a ſtate of : darkneſs, and his:death will 
de a ſcene of endleſs anguiſn. ad 63 bid net 
No ſorasmuch as the moſt ſerious thoughts of 
theſe things ate of the greateſt uſe ia all people: 
but more eſpecially to tnioſe that are:youpgy and 
as an example of this is more moving than the 
bare repreſentation of it im an admotition, it has 
pleaſed our bleſſed Saviour, that infinite lover of 
fouls, to draw up the whole landflup of youthful 
extravagance, from its beginning in Pride and 
Folly, to its end in ghame and Miſety, in his pa- 
rable of a Prodigal Youth, (Luke. xv.) and, withal 
we have there an'accouht of his Repentance and 
Converſion, the only expedienta that remained to 
redreſs the miſeries he had brought upon himſe l 
And beeauſe this is what L would earneſtly rey 
commend to all ſuch as have taken any wrong 
ſteps in the courſe of their life, I ſhall take che 
Riſe and Scheme of my following Diſcourſe from 
A K 58ͤĩ· 4G 913948 
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that ſerious expreſſion of the Prodigal, which we 


find Zuke xv. 18. * I will ariſe and go to my Fa- 
5 THER, and will ſay unto him, FaTRER, I 
have ſinned againft heaven, and before thee: 
and am no more worthy to be called thy Son. 

Theſe were the Prodigal's ſerious thoughts and 
purpoſes, when-hr came to himſelf. And that we 
Tmay:confider them the better, let us look back 2 
Jittle-owthe Follies and Extravagancies of his paſt 
life; in which the following circumſtances tend 
eur cd cation. TGOIRU 51! Wal enen 
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«H I S Prodigal was inthe prime of his Youth, 

that blooming ſeaſon of human life; from 
which the after-fruits may very much be gueſſed 

ats We read in the 12th:verſe, that the younger 
fon ſaid to his Father, © Father, give me the por- 
* tion of goods that falleth to me,* He would 
fain be his own man now; free from the reſtraints 
and counſels of his Father's government. And 
thus the wild and wilful Youth, led by his youth- 
ful luſts and yy ran on to the very brink of 
ruin. 

Obſerve, 1. That 1150 time of Youth i is 2 very 
dangerous and critical ſeaſon; and needs the 
*« molt of any tobe kept ſtrictly under good tutor- 

gage, and to have the benefit of good examples.” 
In youth many Luſts and Paſſions are ſtrong, and 
the Judgment and Underſtanding is weak. And 
therefore it greatly needs to be guided by wiſe and 
experienced Governors. It is a great error in 
education, and I fear it has proved fatal to man), 


to think, that when young People arrive to the 


age of fifteen or ſixteen years, they are then fit to 


be left to thei own conduct, and need little ovei- 
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fight. O Quite other wiſe now is the moſt danger - 
ous ſeaſon of all their life, One opportunity of 
committing fuch: groſs ſin as they are now ca- 
pable of, may undo them ſor ever. 
Ibis is a time in which good principles, diſpo- 
ſitions and mannets, ate to be formed ini them; 
and they are now the moſt eaſy to take thoſe im- 
preſſions, which are the moſt difficult to be alter - 
ed in ĩheit tiper years. They are now ſetting 
out for Heaven or Hell; and which: way ſoever 
they take, their youthful warmth and ſpirit is like 
to carry them on fiercely in it. Andi therefore 
happy are they who fall into good hands, and ſo 
enjoyna ſober and pious! education, if they have 
grace and wiſdom: to make a good uſe of it; the 
want of which had like to have ruined'the vain 
Youth in the text. He had a very good Father, 
and was under a very pious government; but he 
grew weary of it, and would have his own will: 
And therefore he reſolves to ſtay no longer, Where 
he could not do what he pleaſed; and to this 
enden he to his journey into a far country, # 
ver. 13. thãt is, to a place remote from his Fa- 
ther's inſpection: where he ſhould have none to 
check or curb him in his Reveling and Riot, — 
We may here wor be; vel 
Obſerve, 2. That if a young Perſon given to 
* any Vice or Luſt, once gets into ſuch a place 
* where no body reproves or checks him for his 
4“ fin, it is a thouſand to one but he is undone.” 
It was a part of the eonſeſſion of a' young Man 
lately executed at Ty burn for Robbery, (known 
to many of us, for he lived ſome time in our 
neighbourhood) that he had lived in ſeveral ſober 
families, but he left them becauſe he could not 
there tpllow his luſts: and when once he got looſe 
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from: thele reſtraints, how ſoon did he come to 
| ruin? 4 400) v9 riet tle tho mots? ty 
E Confiderthis you thatareParents, themes 
ful to provide pious places for your Children When 
you ſend them out into the world. Places in 
which it will be diſſicult ſor them to come at the 
Vices 40:which youth is prone; and where they 
may have religious Inſtruction and good Exam- 
pe and may happily eſcape the — — of 4 

e and profligate ge.. 

And this is more to be tegaided in 
the ſolemn and almoſt indiſſoluble contract of 
marriage; where the intimacy and affection that 
i due, will make it as it were natural toimitate 
either the good or evil manners of the dear aſſo- 
ciate, who is to be looked on as the other part of 
one's ſelf. Though indeed the evil diſpoſitions of 
the one, are more like to prevail over the better 
temper of the other, than the contrary, through 
the tendency of our depraved natures to that which 
is ill. It is a faſtning of the living to the dead, 
which ſhould make every one caugous and cir- 
eumſpect in that great affair of human life; in 
which to be raſh and unadviſed, i is to run hood- 
winked upon a precipice, and to make court to 
miſery and ſorrow. 

Theſe cautions are at this time the more ſeaſon- 
able and important, conſidering the diſmal De- 
daucheries that abound both in Youth and Age. 

And therefore let me exhort, yea require you 
that are Young, to be adviſed and directed by your 
Parents and ſober Friends. Vour Parents have 
bad the experience of many years before you had 
any being; and they have brought you up with 
great pains, coſt, care and trouble, expecting to 
cap comfort from you at laſt: And they cannot 
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want good · will ta adviſe their oun offaprinꝶ to 
that which they think moſt for their advantage. 
Whezefore — — oſ divine Wiſ- 
dombyithe moutbof Somon, Prov. i. 8. My ſon, 
5, hoavithe inſtr uc on ot hy F e e ah, 
u not the law' of hy Mother“? 

Had the Prodigal: r be Madame 
well. For the: firſtꝭ wrong ſtep which he took 
was, when he departed from his Father ; hereb y 
depriving himſelf of theaduantages oß his. Father's. 
ſober admonitions and example; and Jorfeiting 
the bleſſing of Gon, expre ſſed in e ni com- 
mandment cui th promiſa Take heed, young Peo- 
ple, that you leave not ſober and ſeriaus ſociety 
for the cantyary : if you habituate yourſelves 20 
ill company, you run on the mouth af a can- 
non. The deproſy of. Sin is often ſpread by ſa- 
miliar cunveriation. And ſuch asconverſe with 
people that are ſick of the plague, will be 1 in dan- 
ger of dying of the ſame diſtempe. 

Well, the Prodigal will be gone from the go- 
vernment of his pious Father; and now, what 
will become of bias Truly, it is eaſy to gueſo, 
what a raſh Youth, left to his own wilkavil betake 
himſelf to. He: firſt falls into ill company, and 
then to drinking and riotous living. And this add - 
ing ne w flames to the natural heat of youthful 
blood, in the next place he keeps company with 
harlots: And thus he # falls into a deep and nar- 
row pit, as Solomons calls it, Proverbs Xxxili. 27. 
out of which few-efcape. 

It was a very unhappy — of . this 
Prodigal's condition, that he bad an eſtate given 
him by his Father: * He divided unto them his 
„living, ver. 12. This young man had not ſor 


certain been ſo lewd, if he had not been ſo plen - 
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provided with means. to indulge; in his 


| Lula. 80 that wei may here make a2 14011 


34 'Obſervation, & That a plentiful Eſtate in the 
“ poſſeſſion of a wild Vouth, does moſt directly 
ci tend ta his deſtruction. Itis like a ſword in 


the hand of a madman, with which he will very 


probably do himſelf a miſchief. Tiere is not a 
mare dangerous and deplorable condition on earth; 
than for a petſon that is eagerly. bent towards any 
Vice, ta havedavaurable eircumſtances to accom- 
pliſh it, without any chech of Conſcience or re- 
buke of Providence. He ſeems to be abandoned 
of Go to his own will, and given up to bis af- 
fected Vices; andi he has no kind rub or croſs in 
his way to ſtoꝑ his career in the ways of Death. 
In this reſpec the Frodigal's wealth was his 
ſnate: but we may be ſure his prodigality will 
ſaon make him poor enough. And indeed, the 


next neu we bave of him is, that he has ſpent 
all, and was ſurrounded with famine and diſtreſs; 


and that he had 'betaken himſelf to one of the 
moſt abject employments in the world, even the 
feeding of ſwine :: and yet could not by this get 
bread to put into his mouth; no, nor ſo much 
as a beliyful of huſks, on which the ſwine did 
eat. We may therefore . 

O Oferve 4thly,. ** "That: beaſtly Luſts will ſoon 
bring men to extreme miſery in both worlds.” 
Solomon's obſervation has been fully verified by 
many miſerable examples; namely,that* bymeans 
1 of a whoreiſh woman. a man is brought to a 


© morſel of bread,” Prov, vi. 26. It brings many 


a plentiful eſtate to a poor ſtarving fragment; and 
reduces many a family of note to ſuch extreme 
penury, that they “ are clothed with rags,” “ 

Thus it was with our prodigal Vouth; his caſe 
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was miſerably altered fince-he-left- his Father's 
houſe. He is now ſorely hunger bitten, and al- 


moſt ſtatved for, want both of food and raiment: 
He has a ſevere faſt after his former ſurteits, and 


has now many marks of the laſbes of his own 


folly before. his eyes; and this does him more 


good than all his pi oſperity had done fot now be 


begins to conſider what plenty he oN, enjoyed 
under his Father's 100f. He remembers that his 
Father's dutiful Sexvants fared better than his wild 
Son: and having hope that his Father would yet 
ſhew him ſome favour at his return and ſubmiſſion 
to him; be takes up the reſolution of the text, 
„I will ariſe, and go to my Father. As if he 
had ſaid, „I will ariſe out of this naſty and nee- 
dy condition into which my extravagancy has 
brought me. I am reſolved to throw myſelf in a 
penitent and humble manner at my Father's feet; 
and I will ſay unto. him, Father, I have ſinned 
4 againſt Heaven, and before thee:“ lam a great 
ſinner againſt Gob and Man. I have been a very 
undutiful child, both to my heavenly and earthly 
Father, and am not 4 to be logked on as a 
child by either of them. I am a vile unthankful 
wretch, a ſwine rather than a man, a-tebet rather 
than a ſon.” --. 95Y - wines (1949 

This was the purport of his humble confeſſion ; 
and thus humbling himſelf he was exalted : for 
his Father's, eye was upon him ſo ſoon as ever he 
looked homeward ; and the ſon's heart relenting, 
the Father's bowels are melted within him. And 
whereas the ſon comes onward drooping the Fa- 
ther runs chearfully, and even prevents the words 
in his ſon's mouth, reading bis repentance in his 
very looks: whereupon he * falls on his neck and 
* xilles him zu giving bim aſſurance of bis wel- 
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come, by the moſt affeQionate and rapturous 
embraces. And upon this we may make a 
g Obferottion, *© That our moſt gracious 
„% OD, through the mediation of his dear Son, 
„ aceepts even thoſe into his mercy and favour, 
1 whoiate by outwatrd miſery brought to an ef- 
, fectual return to him Fhe Nredigal's out- 
werd want and penury awakens his conſcience 
through. fanctifyimg grace, and excites ſuch ſpiri- 
tual forrow 12 him te a ſineere converſion 
to Go: andiſo he obtaing favour in his ſight, 
For we muſt eonſider this Parable as a lively 
efentation of a finner's apoſtaſy from God, 
ng the vow of his baptiſm; to a vain and wicked 
life: Licentious minds think themſelves cramped 
and confined by the eommandments of Gopy and 
that they are kept with ſeverity from thoſe things 
which are agreeable to their ſenfual appetites: 
And therefore they tread down thoſe fences of re- 
ligion whieh fhould keep them within the bounds 
of true huppineſs, forlaking. the only fountain of 
blifs. And then, being miſled by ſinful luſts, and 
the inviſible enemy of ſouls, they wander about in 
the courſe of a thouſand follles and extravagan- 
cies, till chey are ſurrounded: with miſery and 
perplexity. Yet, if then they are awakened by 
their aſſlictions and diſtreſs, and effectually turn to 
God in time, he will have mercy on them, and 
there will be joy in Heaven at their converſion. 
And foraſmuch as we find no good thing done 
by the Prodigal before he came te his holy reſo- 
lution expreſſed in the wore or = text, let us 
make a 
6th Obſervation, That we ave not made 
© one true ſtep in religion, till we are come to 2 
„ prevailing reſolution for Gon and his king- 


r AP % OE 


3 2 


«  — ——  — — £m —— — ee —7˙ 


Tr Yorno Man's MONITOR; 17 
dom; in oppoſition to all the alfurementsof fin, 
ce an this preſem world.” When once mad's 
wieked and ſtubborn will is changed by the grace 
of Gop, the man is conyerted; and begins a new 
coutſe of ſife. Tuer it i is that we truly ſet our 
faces towards Heaven, which we before either for- 

got or deſpiſed; and tden we can no longer te 
22 thoſe beds of Hoch ad ſenſuality, on whic 
we-ſo drowſily ſnored before; but we ariſe, and 
go to: our Father: 

Now this ſhould put us on the mee d 
frequent conſideration! of thoſe motive hicfr ate 
propofed to us in che Goſpe}, to int ne vor wills 
to embrace che government and grare of our Eur 
Fefus Chriſt; fuch as, The infinite guilt? and 
danger of im; The abundarrt mercies of Gor; 
The grace and merits of our Lord Jefus 2 | 
The ſpiritual aſfiſtances of the holy: Ghoſt; and 


the eternal tewatts and puniſhimetits of — 


to come. - Ant in order to make al 
effectual, wi muſt pray to Goh ſtir 
* which! he hath promiſed; Ft. Arne rnd 
'We'mift' beg, with David, ü Gb ü 
would incline our to his tefiſinowies,” an 
not fuffet düt affeckios to run after coyeroul- 
neſs, or any other Riff, 2s cxix. 3. 
And Pry Neve this Pajable-is ſo related; thut of 
the ty Soi Which the Fathet had; otily 'one 
was a the other ver curly; yea, 
and the' SS WAS — laſt reclaimed and re- 
fotmeck; let Ws in the faſk place, make 4 
mournful T ing the mititucde of 
odſtinate ſinners ly hene tits; Hameay,” 
7th Obſeroatthn,” e Phat ft is matter of grit 
„ ſorrow, And what prefiges ill to us, that ſo'fe 
profane perſons come to the pious reſolution of 
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« the text.” Alas! we have many Prodigals, 


but few Penitents. It is a ſad thought, and un- 
anfwerable to right reaſon, to which all men are 
pretenders, that the greateſt part of the world, 
yea, which is moſt our ſhame, the moſt of thoſe, 
- which are called Chriſtians, lie with contentment. 


in the prodigal ſtate of a diſſolute and profane liſe. 
How many are there who know no other pleaſure 
or trouble but what 2 theit external ſenſes! 
and, like our Prodigal, they ſpend their time in 
feeding o wine, their own, beaſtly Luſts; them- 
ſelves being in truth more abominable in the ſight 


of Gop than the filthy ſwine that wallow in the 


mire. . They have no mind to the things of Gon: 
yea, they have a-perverſe diſlike to his holy nature 
and government, and are enemies to all good. 
hey — a moſt gracious and bleſſed King to 
their Father, and might inherit a glorious and 
eternal kingdom, would they but ariſe by a real 
converſion, and go penitently to GoD, and ſerve 
him truly for.the future. But they lothe the very 
thoughts of this, and do all they can to diſcredit 
every thing that borders on Religion; and in effect 


reverſe the words of the text, and ſay, I will 


lie down again in my ſinful pollutiqns, and will 
% not betake myſelf to the ways of holineſs and 
C eternal life, though, periſh in my, folly.“ 

O poor degenerate children of, men ! how are 


ye fallen from your primitive gxcellency I Is this 


the creature that was made, after; the image of 
Gap? Can ſuch as were made to enjoy an infinite 
all- pute fountain of goadgels, be contented with 
a broken ciſtern of puddle-water ? Can the reaſon 
of man, as corrupt as it is, once imagine that it is 
better, wallowing in the mite with ſwine, than 
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converſing with Angels, yea, with Gop himſelf? 
In this 'wretched choice, men are more to be 
6 reproached than Devils: infernal ſpirits are fallen 
| from their glorious ſtation, and have no helper to 
) get up again; but the kind Father of fallen men 
{tretches forth his hand all the day long to them, 
to invite aud aſſiſt them to come unto him, that 
Soy may have life: But vain men will not ” ariſe 
| u and go to their F — but are a diſobedient 
1 u and gainſaying people 
. Surely, if the hol — above may be p- 
t poſed to be as intenſly concerned for the ſalvation 
p of men, as the fallen Angels beneath are for their 
deſtruction, with what indignation muſt they needs 
e conſider the ſinſul follies of the children of diſobe- 
diente! 'T beſe. bleſſed Angels at once percieve 
0 the happineſs of ſerving Gop, and the poiſon of 
d thoſe Vices which wicked men idolize: And the 
| grace of Go tends to bring men to this true 
e ſavour of things; by which, when the lovers of 
y fin come once to be enlighmed and. purified, 
it they then awake as out of a deluding dream; 
Qt they condemn and renounce their follies, and 
Il #.ariſe and go to their Father. „ e 
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LET us here then conſider three Things i in | the 
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re words before us: 1 
is Fit, The Prodigal's reſolution, 4] will wits x 
of and go to my Father, _ $ 1 
te Secondly, His — —— and will ſay unto 1 
th * him, Father, I have ſinned againſt Heaven 1 
pn and before thee, and am nam wenny > 
is * to be called thy Son. 7 


an Thirdly, His motives s which ied an 2 chi 1 
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nitent confeſtion, which were; —* 

1, The. miſery and wretchednefs of his con- 
dition, whilſt he wandered after his own vain 
deſires and imaginations, at a/ diſtance from his 
Father's: houſe, bereft of his Father's conduct, 
and deſtitute of his blefling, 

' 24ly, The-neceflity! of changing his courſe of 


lite. He ſaw there was nothing but ſearcity, 


miſery and death, in the ways that he had fooliſh- 
ly betaken himſelf to, and thereſore he reſolves to 


atiſe and go to his Father. Confidering farther. 
5 zah, The bowels and mercy'sf his Father. He 
- perceives: his condition to he wretched, but has 
hopes that it ĩs not deſperate; He confided that 


his Father, who was once ſo very kind and in- 
dulgent to him, would be ſo again, when he 


mould apprave: bimſelf as dutifuł to him as he 
was beforen and it ſucceeded accordingly. 

O chat our good Gon, the Father of us all by 
creation, wouldibecome our Father alſe by adop- 
tion That hei vould, for his only begotten Son's 


fake, give us fuck unfeigned repentanee for paſt 


an, and ingemuous refolutions ef duty for the fu- 


ture, that we may all repeat the words of the text 
in a ſerious and affectionate manner this day: eſpe- 
cially ſuch of us as have hitherto been ſtrangers 


to the power of Gop's grace; and to that inward 


p_ of heart, which is eflentiaÞto out divine re- 
igion. It is time for ſueh who have hitherto 
walked looſly, without the'awful fear of GoD, 


and without a juſt care to pleaſe and honour him 
in all their ways, to look about them forthwith, 
and to begin 


to u work out their Salvation with 
fear and trembling ;*'eyen before the great 


-Gop riſes out of the feat of a Father, to afcend 


the tribunal of a Judge 
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Let us now therefore, even from this very ins 
ſtant, come to a peremptory point, from which 
we reſolve by the grace of Gon never to ſtart z 
namely, that we will be heartily and ſteadily for 
religion, for the pure life and hope of a Chriſtian, 
in oppoſition to all the luſts and allurements of a 
carnal life. We are ſure that this preſent life is 
drawing to an end, and that this is our ſeed-time 
for an eternal harveſt:of bliſs or anguiſh ; and 
that, ® He that ſoweth to the fleſh, ſhall of the 
u fleſh reap corruption, & that is, deſtruction; and 
u he that ſoweth to the Spirit, ſhall of the Spirit 
u reap life everlaſting,” Gal. vi..8. _ 
It is time therefore to ſtop our'coutſe in fin, 
and to confidet whither it is carrying us. And 
ſince we cannot bear even the thoughts of dwell- 
ing with everlaſting burnings, we muſt ſeriouſly 
ſet ourſelves to do our utmoſt to avoid them. We 
muſt betake ourſelves to our duty, not feignedly 
or faintly, but in good earneſt, and with all the 
vigour that human nature, aſſiſted by the grace 
of GoD, is able to act, in the ways of Gop pre- 
ſcribed in the goſpel. Let us therefore begin 
with the Prodigal in the text; namely, | 
Firſt, In his eficacious reſolution'to repent and 
reform, and return to Gop : *I will ariſe: I will 
go to my Father. * I will mo longer lie dream- 


ing of happineſs in naſty luſts and in a deluding 


world, which will one day periſh and come to 
nought. No; I will inſtantly ariſe out of my 
preſumptuous dreams, and this carnal ſtate, and 
will go right humbly to my heavenly Father; and 
falling down» upon my bended knees before his 
merey-ſeat,: I will from the bottom of my heart 
be wail my corrupt nature and ſinful life, and will 
beg his Grace and Spirit, to ſerve him truly all 
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the days of my future life; truſting in the mercy 


ol his Covenant-and Promiſes through my Saviour 


Jeſus Chriſt; hoping that, through his mediation 
and merits, his mercy will yet be vouchſafed to 


me a vile Profligate, who am not worthy to be 


called a creature of GoD, much leſs his child. 
Thus, when an enlightned mind ſees the baſe- 
neſs, the folly, and the danger of fin, it ſoon car- 
ries the ſad news of this ill ſtate to the Will and 
Affections; and the will of man having a natural 
abhorrence to apparent evil, it ſoon takes the 
alarm, and begins to ſet up reſolutions of new 
and better courſes, For ſoit is ſaid of the Prodi- 
gal, that when he came to himſelf, or to have a 


right judgment of his ſad condition, he forthwith 


reſolved to ariſe and go to his Father.* The 
ſame Spirit of ſanctification who gave convincing 
light to his underſtanding, did alſo incline his will 
to follow the dictates of the enlightned mind, and 
impowered him to act accordingly ; ſo that he 
effectually reſolved for Gop, and actually turned 
to him, as ſoon as he really came to his right mind. 
- Sirs, Whoever there is among you that is car- 
ried away with his ſinful luſt or paſſion, or lives 
in profaneneſs and irreligion; I here mind you of 
a truth, which perhaps you will not believe now, 
but I am ſure you will loudly confeſs it ſooner 
or later, namely, that while: you thus live in ſin, 
you are not in your right mind. As the idolatrous 
Jews are ſaid by the Prophet to be mad upon their 
idols, Jer. I. 38, (foraſmuch as their ſin clouded 
their reaſon to that degree, that they prayed to a 
ſenſeleſs log or ſtone that was more helpleſs than 


themſelves ;)- ſo the vicious perſon is mad upon 


his luſts, and ſees not the ſhame, vexation and mi- 
ſery, which neceſlarily attend him in that unhap- 
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py courſe of life. . As Solomon's youth confeſſes 


at the laſt, after a long inſenſibleneſs through the 
deceitfulneſs of ſin: * They have ſtricken me, 
u ſhalt thou ſay, and I was not ſick: they have 
5 beaten me, and I felt it not,” Prov. xxiii. 35. 
Even as madmen wound themſelves, and are in- 
ſenſible of the hurt they do their own fleſh, 
Know therefore, all ye lovers of fin, that this 
your inordinate affection to it is perfect hatred to 
your own ſouls. Your thirſt after forbidden ob- 
jects is a thirſt after poiſon; and whenever ye in- 


dulge it, ye act as madly as he that crams his 


mouth with burning coals, or that poureth ſtreams 
of ſcalding brimſtone down his throat: it is a per- 
tet phrenſy to indulge your luſts. In this, men 
dig their own graves in this world, and their own 
hell in the other. By ſinning againſt Gop, we 
reſiſt our own happineſs ; we loſe the proſpect of 
future glory; we court ſhame; we tread the paths 
of death, and prepare fuel for the eternal flames. 
O come then to ſober thoughts, my Brother; 
in due time pull off that groſs vail wherewith 
datan blinds thine eyes. Look upwards to thy 


Father's houſe, ' and conſider the happinefs for - 


which thou waſt made, and which is yet tendred 
to thee. And if this awake thee not, look down 
into the dark cells of damned deſpairing fouls ; 
hear how they lament their ſelf-deſtroying folly 
in contemning the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and ſelling their birthright for a few carnal mor- 
lels, O beware, my Brother, that you fall not 
into that place of torment through unbelief and 
incorrigibleneſs. It is cheaper learning by the ſad 
examples of the miſery of others, than our own. 
Wherefore take up in time, and reſolve, by the 
grace of Gop, to live a new life, Without this 
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ſerious determination for a holy life, all our pray- 
ers and pretended worſhip of Gop ate but in vain, 
If we regard iniquity in our hearts, Gop will 
not hear us,” P/alm lxvi. 18. And therefore 
our public worſhip vety properly begins with the 
Prodigal's reſolution in the text; *I will ariſe, 
and go to my Father, Cc.“ 

But it may be ſaid, that it would ſeem pre- 
ſumptuous to ſpeak after the matiner of the text; 
and that any one that has a juſt ſenſe of his cor- 

ruption and infirmity, can hardly be brought to 
. ſpeak thus peremptorily of his reſolutions and 

performances. ar, a FN. > 
To this 1 anſwer; that it is a duty of abſolute 
neceſſity, and of the firſt rank. in Religion, to be 
determined and reſolved for Gop and Religion, 
in oppoſitlon to all the ways of ſin; but this ſober 
reſolution is always grounded on God's promiſes 
of aſſiſting and enabling us te will and to do this; 
and therefore we —_— principal reſpec to 
the Grace and Blefling%of.the holy Ghoſt in al 
our ſpiritual reſolutions and undertakings; and 
the gracious promiſes of this divine Aſſiſtant mult 
never abate our endeavours, but always quicken 
and excite them. For ſo the caſe is ſtated by the 
holy Spirit. himſelf, Phil. ii. 12, 13, * Work out 
your own ſalvation with fear and trembling,” 
And, to ſtop all objections of our own difability 
to do this, it is added, For it is God who work- 
u eth in you both to will and to do of his good 
u pleaſure.” So that ſince Gon pleaſeth to aſſit 
our wills in their determinations for holineſs, we 
may and ought to reſolve for it: and ſince ht 
pleaſes to give grace to accompliſh thoſe reſolu- 
tions in newnels of life, we mult ſtrive and * 
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co the utmoſt to effect it; confiding in the pro- 
un. miſcd ſuceours of preventing, aſſiſting and rene w- 
vill N ing Grace. Our good Gop, through his Son, 
Ore will hear the prayers of ſuch as ſeek to him in 
the WF fiacerity. It is a very diſparaging act of unbelief, 
iſe, to queſtion that which Gop hath promiſed ſeveral 

times together, Matt. vii. 7, 8. * Aſk, and it ſhall 
re- i” be given you. Seek, and ye ſhall find, Knock, 
x; i © and it ſhall be opened to you. For every one 
u that aſketh, receiveth; and he that ſeeketh, find- 
eth; and to him that knocketh, it ſhall open- 
ed. He hath alſo promiſed, that he will pour 
out his holy Spirit; that is, he will freely and 
plentifully give ſpiritual affiftance to ſuch as ſet 
themſelves to do his will, * Turn you at my 
© reproof : behold, I will pour out my Spirit up- 
on you, Prov. i. 23. Yea, he will grant this 
as willingly and as compaſſionately as ever any 
father or mother in the world gave a piece of 
bread to their own child, who cried to them for 


all hunger. For ſo runs that condeſcending pro- 
and miſe of our Lok p, Luke xi. 11—13. lf a ſon 
wit I all aſk bread of any of yu that is a father, 
ken WW will he give him a ſtone ? or if he aſk a fiſh, 


* will he for a fiſh give him a ſerpent ? or if he 
' ſhall aſk an egg, will he offer him a ſcorpion ? 
If ye then being evil, know how to give good 
gifts unto your children, how much more ſhall 
your heavenly Father give the holy Spirit to 
them that aſk him ? Here is even an appeal 
o human nature itſelf, depraved as it is, whether 
e bowels of parents will not painfully yern over 
a poor hungry child that cries to them for bread? 
ind the inference is ſtrong and undeniable; name- 
Y that the infinite mercies of Gop are inconceiv- 


B 


c 1 
EF 1 
by 
F """ 
0 * 
1 | 
fi 
1h 
: : * 
114 
{ 
- 
* 
7 
1 
' 


26 Tur Younc Man's MONITOR. 


ing, and the LogD will be with the good," 


particular efforts againſt each of them, We may 


all at once; but we muſt take the branches apart, 


have done working, till the Devil has done tempt- 


to them. 


ably greater than the ſcanty compaſſions of cor. 
rupt men. Let us therefore * ariſe and be do- 


1 Chron, xxii. 16. The diligent will be ſuccoured, 
when the ſlothful will be forſaken. 

And here we muſt alſo take notice, that pious 
refolutions in the general will not do our buſi- 
neſs ; but we muſt conſider the particular ways 
and means whereby we offend Gop, and make 


not think to break the bundle of our corruptions 


and break them twig by twig, till the whole be 
deſtroyed. For though there be a deadly wound 
given to the whole body of fin, in the determin- 
ing act of Converſion, yet this blow muſt he fol- 
lowed by hearty ſtrokes of Mortification and Self- 
denial, and the lively exerciſes of Faith and Pray- 
er. Sanctification is a progreſſive work; and we 
are required to © abound in it more and more," 
1 Theſs. iv. 1. For we muſt never think that we 
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ing; and till the world and the fleſh have done 
warring againſt the Spirit; which will not be, til 
we are ſeparated from the body. fi 
Now the Prodigal's reſolution before us con- 
ſiſted of two parts. p 
Fir/!, He reſolves to leave his old wander-W ir 
ings and miſdemeanours, and the ways that «WJ G 


Secondly, He reſolves to return to his Father, * 
and to obſerve his Commandments, nc 
Firſt, He reſolves to leave his old wandering of 
and miſdemeanours, and the ways that led to them ca 
I will ariſe, ſays he, from theſe pernicious Vani-W w. 
ties; I have ſlept in them too long already. The th 
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"- fun is advanced, my time is far ſpent, and I have 
lo- not yet ſet forth in the ways of life; I have 
% trifled and played away the morning of my age. 
ed, I have wafted my youth and ſtrength and wealth, 

in bad houſes and: looſe company, O! I will 
ous MW ariſe out of this hateful and wretched ſort of life. 
li- It is a mercy that I am yet on this ſide the grave; 
ays that Go hath ſhewn me my ſin before I am 
ake MW damned for it, Alas! how ſottiſhly have I lived! 
nay in what vain dreams have I waſted my time! but 
ons now, ſince Gon has graciouſly awakened me, 7 


art, will ariſe, I will not lay down my Head to ſleep 


2 be i again on that bed of carnal preſumption, which 
und WW the Devil makes as ſoft as he can for deluded 
nin- WF fouls. Should I take one nap more thereon, it 
fol · may be juſt with Gop that I never awake but in 
a bed of unquenchable flames; from which Dives, 
whoſcarce ever before looked heavenwards, lift- 
ed up his eyes to behold the happineſs he had loſt, 
Wherefore, by the help of God, I will certainly, 
| will ſpeedily, I will effectually ariſe from this 
ſtate of ſin, and ſeek the face of my Gop, 

Here he muſt be underſtood to leave three 
things; T. His former ſinful company; 2. His 
former luſts; 3. His former way of life. 

I, He reſolves to leave his former ſinful com- 
pany ; that is, as to any partnerſhip with them 
in their vanity and debauchery : for ſo the hol 


* theunfruitful works of darkneſs, but rather re- 
prove them,” Eph. v. 11. A Chriſtian muſt 
not be the fellow of ill ſociety, but the phyſician 
of it: we muſt break fellowſhip with theſe, or we 
cannot walk with Gon. Can they that walk to- 
wards Heaven, keep company and pace with 
them that walk towards Hell ? or can they that 
B 2 
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Ghoſt adviſes; * And have no fellowſhip with 
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| wouldget to the top of an hill, join company with 
them that run downwards, and will tumble down 
all they can with them to the bottom ? 

I ſpeak not of civil converſation, nor of inter- 
courſe by way of trade and commerce, but of our 
choſen and delightful company. As to which the 
holy Pſalmiſt ſays, © Depart from me, ye evil- 
0 doers, for I will keep the commandments of m 
5s GoD,®” Pſalm Cxix. 115. It is the ſame reſolu- 
tion with this in the text; * I will no more 
comply with your humours, ye ſeed of evil-do- 
ers; nor be any further a partaker of your ins, 
Ceaſe your enſnaring invitations, and forbear your 
curſed aſſignations; I am not the man I was, and 
will no more do as I heve done : and therefore [ 
dare not put myſelf into ſuch company, wherein 
I muſt ſacrifice the peace of my conſcience, and 
the favour of my Gop ?” | 

We never find that the Prodigal went back to 
his harlots and profligate companions, after his 
return to his Father's houſe. No, he keeps wiſely 
to the ſociety of his Father's houſhold, whoſe good 
examples tended to confirm his holy reſolutions, 
and reformed converſation. Sober and religious 
company is like a guard of holy Angels about any 
perſon, to keep him in Gop's ways; he muſt firſt 
get out of ſuch company, before he can be very 
vicious. It isthe remark of the inſpired wiſe man, 
He that walketh with wiſe men ſhall be wile: 
but a companion of fools ſhall be deſtroyed," 
Prov. xiii. 20, The wiſe man here is the good 
and virtuous man, who will be apt to inſti] good 
inſtructions into the perſon he converſes with, and 
to communicate ſomething of his own warmth in 
ſpiritual things to others, through the grace of 
God; who hath promiſed to make it effectual, 
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h where it is on both ſides piouſly undertaken. — 
n What a divine bleſſing then is good and holy com- 
pany! How can we duly value it! Since the good 


V companion is often, like Gop's Angel to Lot, ſent 
Ir to lead us by the hand, out of a ſtate upon which 
e the flaming wrath of God is deſcending. 

|- I therefore take this opportunity to recommend 
y to you all, but more eſpecially to ſuch as are Voung, 
1 that excellent method of Religious Society, which 
re has of late years been happily ſet on foot by ſome 
o- of our Divines, and moſt happily increaſes by the 


s. WW blefling of Gop. Their method is fo holy, fo 
ur WJ bumble, ſo full of charity and primitive piety ; 
nd and is carried on, as far as I can perceive, with 
> | ſuch life and ſavour of holy things, and is ſo op- 
polite to the ſcarlet ſins of theſe times, that I hope 
it is ſeeddown by almighty Gop for a bleſſed Re- 
formation, and a moſt happy prelude to it. Fur- 


to Ml ther it all you can, ye that have any zeal for 
his God, or love of our holy Religion; * deſpiſe it 
ely not, for a bleſſing is in it.“ | | 
od It is the avowed phrpoſe of theſe ſocieties, to 
ns, do all they do to the Glory of Gop ;* and to 
ous think fo lowly of themſelves, that the reproaches 
ny Wl of the ſcornful world can ſearcely ſet them lower, 
irſt chan by their Rules they place themſelves. And 


in ſubordination to the Glory of the great Gop, 
they bend their utmoſt ſtrength to revive languiſh- 
ing Religion; and to maintain the honour of it 
by the ſtricteſt holineſs of life; and to confirm 
this by frequent and fervent prayer, and the moſt 
ſolemn and affectionate celebration of the Sacra- 
ment of the Lok D's Supper according to the pri- 
mitive frequency, as the due love of Gop our 
Saviour tequites. They are full of Alms-deeds, 
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and of holy diſcourſe; and mutually encourage 


each other daily to meekneſs, humility, and con- 


tempt of the world z graces which have long been 


deſpiſed by a crooked and haughty generation; 


though they are indeed the ornament of our Re- 
_ ligion, and of great price in the ſight of Gop, 


It is, they ſay, one of the greateſt delights and 
diverſions they have, to ſing Pſalms; which they 
always perform with the ſtricteſt geyerence of 
foul and body. And before they either pray to 
God, or praiſe his name, they many times read 
in the holy Scriptures, or ſome other pious book; 
to excite at once the higheſt veneration of the 
infinite majeſty of God, and the lowlieſt humi- 
liation before him. 

What I ſpeak is from my own obſervation, and 
upon the ſtrifteſt judgement I can makg of their 
real bent and deſign: In which, though ſome of 
them may probably be inſincere (ſince one of our 
Saviour's choſen Twelve proved a Traitor; and 
ſome of the very angels above 4ept not their firfl 
elate;) yet as to the temper and bebaviour of 
many of them, I think I am ſo far from giving 
them any advantage by what is ſaid, that I am 
ſenſible it is leſs than their due: For the life, the 
vigour and affections of real piety, have an in- 
trinſic beauty and excellency, which it is not in 
the power of words to repreſent. 

And notwithſtanding the ſurmiſes of ſome, [ 
think it is very manifeſt, that neither the church 
nor the ſtate will have reaſon to be jealous of theſe 
Societies; for their rules tend — to ſuppoſt 
and advance both; and they are proſeſſed enemies 
both of Schiſm and Sedition: though at the ſame 
time, they profeſs themſelves lovers of all good 
people, though diſſenting from them in opinion 
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which touch not the eſſence of Religion ; look- 
ing on chriſtian charity, eandour and mildnefs, as 
common debts to all that lead a chriſtian life. 
Shall I need now to uſe'many words to recom- 
mend theſe holy purpoſes to you? Is it not a va- 
luable privilege to enjoy ſuch Society ?. And will 
not the love of Gop and of your own Souls, with 
your deſire of the propagation of Religion, and 


the welfare of our Nation, engage you to encou-. 


rage it? eſpecially ſince pious examples do re- 
commend Religion in ſuch a lively and attractive 
manner; and do ſo fit it for our practice, (inſtill- 
ing it by degrees, and that with pleaſure and 
lifez) that good company has much the advan- 
tage even of good books, in reforming a vain 
converſation. 

And how well- pleaſing this is in the fight of 
God, fee Mal. iii, 16, 17. Then they that fear- 
u ed the Lok O ſpake often to one another: And 
" the Lon D hearkned and heard it; and a book 
of remembrance was written before him, for 
them that feared the Lox o, and that thought 
u on his name. And they fhal} be mine, faith 
the Loxp of Hoſts, in that day when I make 
u up * and I will ſpare them, as a man 
u ſpareth his own fon that ferveth him. You 
ſee, Gop hearkens at the door, and will regiſter 
every good word which drops from your lips: yea, 
not a ſerious thought ſhall eſcape his book ot re- 
cord, And ſuch ſhall be honoured by a ſignaliz- 
ing Providence of Gon, in the day in which he 
makes up his jewels. W hat day is this? Why, 
it is the day in which he is departing from any 
place: then people take care of their jewels, to 
carty them with them; and it is probable that 
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this expreſſion had reſpect to the migremus hinc, 


mentioned by Jeſephus, the departure of Gon 


from the Jewiſh ſtate. 


Ah! my Brethren, with trembling I ſpeak it, 


methinks I fee the dawning of this day of Gop's 
departure from us, even from us. All his methods 
to reclaim us have been ſadly fruſtrated. We are 
judgement- proof; and we have turned Gop's gra- 
cious dealings into wantonneſs. What can be 
done further for our trial by the God of all the 
earth? What method of procedure have we not 
already fruſtrated ? And after all, how prodigious 
are our ſins! and, to the eye of reaſon, how hope- 
leſs our reformation ! In theſe dark circumſtances 
I adviſe every particular ſoul to ſecure his peace 


with Gop, that he may be provided of - a ſure 


** reſuge in the day of evil; for it ſhall be well 
** with them that fear the LoRD, x Eccl. viii. 12. 
Be fo juſt therefore to your ownintereſts in both 
worlgs, as to take up this firſt part of the Prodi- 
gal's reſolution, namely, to leave enſnaring com- 


' pany ; partake not of their fins, leſt you ſhare in 


their plagues. As you dread their puniſhment, 
avoid all partnerſhip in their pollutions. 

2. He reſolves to ſet himſelf againſt his former 
luſts. He ſeriouſly endeavours, through the holy 
Spirit, to * crucify the fleſh with its affeCtions 
and luſts,” Gal. v. 24. Iniquity ſhall not dwell 
with allowance in his heart. He labours to ſub- 


due the loyeof fin, by the prevailing love of Gon 


and his ways. The Prodigal muſt now paſs un- 


der another name. He now loves his Father too 


well to affront him, or to depart from him. And 
though the love of goodneſs be not yet perſected 


in him, yet he will truly labour by daily morti- 
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- fication and'progreſs in holineſs to carry it on to- 
| wards perfection. Rn 
Remember, Chriſtians, that as ever ye would 
walk worthy of that holy name ye bear, ye muſt 
duly exerciſe and carry on the ſpiritual work of 
Mortification: ye muſt ® through the Spirit, mor- 
* tify the deeds of the fleſh (inward and outward) 


f may live to the glory of Gop on earth, and be 
? meet to inherit his undefiled kingdom. It muſt 
" be our labour as long as we live, to hate ſin more 
[1 perfectly, and to love God more entirely. And 
gt this is Chriſtian Sanctification; the bleſſed work 
oy of the Spirit of Gop on the degenerate ſouls of 
T men; who here ſits as a refiner, continually purg- 


f ing out our droſs, and making us more pure veſ- 
. ſels of honour, more and: more fit for our Maker's 
0 uſe: * Bleſſed are the pure in heart, for they ſhall 
1 ® ſee Gop,®* Matt. v. 8. and indeed they only can 
ſee him with delight. As the glory of the ſun's- 
brightneſs is painful and intolerable to a ſore eye, 
though nothing is more pleaſant to the ſound eye 
than to behold the ſhining of the ſun; ſo to the 
unſanctified ſoul, the preſence and praiſesof Gop 


* are not only undeſirable, but burdenſome: where- 
— as to the gracious ſoul, ® Gop is their exceeding 
vell joy, P/alm xlii. 4. His courts are amiable,” Pſalm 


Ixxxiv, 1. His commands delightful,” 1 John v. 3. 
and * in his preſence is fulneſs of joy, and at his 
© right hand are pleaſures for evermore,” Pſalm 


XVI. IT, 

Look to this inward purification of your ſouls, 
all ye that would have your righteouſneſs excecd: 
the ſuperficial righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Pha- 
rilees ; left, with them, and all other fruitleſs ꝑro- 
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that ye may live,” Rom, viii. 13. even that ye 
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h feſſory, ye be * fhut ont of the kingdom, of Hea- 
ven, * Matt. v. 20. The fear of falling ſhort at 
laſt, and being found light when weighed in the 
balance of the Jaſt judgment, will make every 
ſincete Chriſtian very. careful and circumſpect in 
all things, and eyer exact in ordering his conver- 

_ ſation aright, He will attend upon every ordi- 
nance of Gop with a zealous concern: He will 
pray without eeaſing; he will watch without 
ſleeping, as do others : He will fight againſt luſt 
and paſſion with hearty blows; and perſervere in 
the ſame with all long-ſuffering. He would in 
every action ſo approve himſelf to Go p, that 
Chrift may ſay of him in every part of his lite, 
„ Behold a 1 #enſhazzy an Iſraelite indeed ;” a 
Chriſtian without diſſimulation; a profeſſor of 
Religion without guile. 

Thus the Prodigal, and every ſincere Convert, 

looks to the integrity of his heart, in oppoſition 
to impurity, vanity, and every deceitful luſt, 

3. He reſolves to quit his former corrupt con- 
verſation; be will no more revel and rigt as he 
had done. He will beware of wine and wanton- 
neſs, and all thoſe paths of death in which he 
had like to have periſhed. He will no more walk | 
as others ſenſualiſts do, u in the vanity of their big 

* minds, having their underſtanding darkened; I He 
» being alienated from the life of Gop, through I bot 
4 the ignorance that is in them, becauſe of the W. 
#* blindneſs of their heart. Who (being hurried bau 
u by exorbitant luſts) give themſelves over unto ke 
* Jaſcivioufneſs, to work all uncleanneſs with te! 
u preedinefs.* But, on the contrary, He u puts ts 
* off, as to his former converſation, the old man, 
which is corrupt, according to the deceitful luſts; 

,, and (being rexewed by the holy Spirit of Gon) P 


*. 
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u he puts on the new man, which after God is 
u created inrighteouſneſsand true holineſs,® Eph, 
iv. 18, 19, &c. He caſts off the works of dark- 
4 neſs, and puts on the armour of light; and 
u walks honeſtly, as in the day; not in chamber- 
% ing and wantonneſs not in rioting and drunk- 
© enneſs, not in ſtrife and envy: but he puts on 
% the Lord Jeſus Chrift, and makes no proviſion 
for the fleſh to fulfil the luſts thereof, Rom. 
xi. 12, 13. | | 

In few words : A true Convert is influenced 
by that powerful principle of Faith, working by 
love to Gop and his holy will; and aims at the 
glory of God in all he does, in hopes of enjoying 
the glorious preſence of Gon for ever. Thus 
he who lived like a ſwine before, lives like an 
angel now. He has his converſation in heaven; 
his heart is truly there; and his ſoul ang body 
will in due time be there allo, 

He ſeems to take poſſefiion even now of the 
prepared manſions above, in that his affections 
are there already: his hope has caſt its anchor 
even within that veil. And ſurely he cannot but 
have treaſure there where his heart is ſo much. 

This, this, my Brethren, is that prize of ous 
high calling. 6 | let us preſs hard after it. 
Here is nothing below worthy of our precious 
hours, or the concern of our immortal fouls. 
We find ſo much noify diſcord and naſty de- 
dauchery in this preſent evil world, that a dove- 
like ſoul cannot tell where to ſet its foot, or reſt 
Itſelf in entire peace and quietude, And indeed, 
tisnot fit that we ſhould have perfect reſt below, 
leſt we ſhould forget the promiſed reft above; 
and be ready to take our lot on this fide Jordan, 


a part of the Hfraclitu did, being enamoured 
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with the commodiouſneſs of the place. 
Let us therefore ariſe and go to our Father," 

in whoſe houſe there are many manſions of per- 
fect bliſs. Let us make, the ſame uſe of all our 
preſent wants and afflictions that the Prodigal did; 
namely, to haſten our journey heavenwards. 
We muſt of neceſſity part with all things which 
will ſeparate us from Gop. And if we now ſin- 
cerely ariſe from ſinful pollutions, and go to out 
heavenly Father by Faith, love, and dutiful ob- 
ſervance here below, He will ere long call us to 
come up into his nearer preſence, to ſee him as he 
is; and to be with him where he is; yea, to tri- 
umph with him, and to be happy in him for ever, 


+ % *W 9h 


H ERE then ariſes an important Queſtion; 
namely, How we may get to our Father! 
and what are the ſure paths which lead to his pre- 
ſence ? I hope you are all willing to go to Gov; 
and that you reſolve to live no longer as Prodi- 
gals, * in filthineſs and ſuperfluity of naughtineſs; 
but to live as obedient children, in ſtrict love and 
duty to your Gop and Saviour. But perhaps ſome 
perſon, whoſe underſtanding is not clearly en- 
lightened in the ways of Gop, may ſay as Philip, 
John xvi. 8. * Shew us the Father, and it ſuffic- 
eth us:“ or as Themas, ver. 5. How can we 
* know the way? No man hath ſeen Gop at 
any time.“ Whither then muſt we direct our 
ſte ps, that we may go directly and ſurely to him 
Ian,, 1 
Secondiy , Follow the Prodigal in the ſecond 
part of his reſolution, as well-as in the former, 
and that will lead you to the favourable preſence 


See pages 19, 20, and 26, 27. 
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of God, as it did him; namely, his Humiliation: 
„ will ariſe and go to my Father, and will ſay 
ber- © unto him, Father, I have ſinned againſt. hea- 
our ven, and before thee, and am no more worthy 
did “to be called thy fon.* ?“ 1 bo & 
ds. We have already conſidered the things which 
nich the Prodigal reſolved againſt: let us now mind 
{in- WF that which he poſitively reſolved for; which was, 
our that he would now ſteadily apply himſelf to ſpi- 
ob-M ritual things, and uſe all the appointed means to 
is to pleaſe Gop.. He will no longer be a contemner 
he of Gopꝰs ordinances, nor a mocker of his ſervants; 
tri- but will wait at the doors of wiſdom, and account 
ver. it the greateſt honour in the world to be a © Fel- 
low - citizen with the ſaints, and one of the houſ- 
hold of Gop.® He now prays with earneſt fer- 
vour, like a true Son of Facob; he hears with duti- 
ful attention, like one whoſe heart Gop had open= 
ed: and praiſes Gop with exalted affections, like 
a fellow-pſalmiſt of holy Angels: He diligently 
ſearcheth the holy Scriptures to find every part of 
his duty; and whenever he opens theſe bleſſed 
Oractes of Gop, he. ſays in his heart, à Speak, 
Lox D, for thy ſervant heareth.* He watches 
againſt his own corruptions, the ſnares of the de- 
vil, and the entanglements of the world ; and he 
girds on the whole armour of Gop, that he may 
be able to ſtand againſt them, and come off a 
econqueror. | 
But more particularly; the ſteps which the 
Prodigal took in his return to his Father's houſe, 
2s expreſſed or implied in the text, were principal 
ly theſe : 
1. He deliberately confiders and weighs the 
terms upon which his Father would accept him, 
and heartily conſents to them. 


* 
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2. He deeply regrets and repents of his pal 
againſt his Father, + 
3. He betakes himſelf effectually to ferre his 
Father in newneſs of life, 
And if we abſtract theſe things from the alle 
ry of the Parable, and confider them in the 


practical Doctrine which our bleſſed Saviour 


teaches us, we ſhall find in theſe particulars the 
ſum of the Goſpel-covenant, and'by conſequence 


dur direct way to peace with Gop, 


I then, The Prodigal deliberately conſiders 
and weighs the terms upon which his Father 


would receive him into favour; and heartily 


conſents to them. He knew full well that he 
muſt live another fort of life than he had done, 
if he meant to be one of his Father's beloved 
children; and he fully reſolves ſo to do, relying 
and truſting on his Father's goodneſs to pardon 
what was paſt, upon his penitent return to him, 
and to aſſiſt him in his endeavours to ſerve him 


faithfully for the time to come. 
Now theſe are ſome of the eſſential acts of a 


vigoraus and effectual Faith. For when the ſin- 


ner comes, through the grace of God, to fuch an 
efficacious ſenſe of the ſinfulneſs, miſery and 
curſedneſs of his condition, and to ſuch an affect- 
ing belief of the ſuitableneſs, ſufficiency and wil- 
lingneſs of the Lord Jefus Chriſt to ſupply all his 
wants, and of his being ordained by Gop the Fa- 
ther to theſe bleſſed purpofes, for the ſanctifica- 
tion and eternal ſalvation of ſinners; and when 
he conſiders that all that are ſaved by Chriſt muſt 
be enlightned, renewed, and governed by his goſ- 
pel through the holy Spirit; ; and upon the ſeri- 
ous conſideration of all chis, conſents fincerely to 
the 8 of it, and will aduenture all _— 
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dottom; This is that dedicating, covenanting, 
and transforming Faith, which has a title to the 
promiſes of the goſpel; and by fuch acts as 
theſe the Soul makes its firft true ſteps to leave 
a ſtate of fin aud wrath, and to obtain the mercy 
and favour of Gop. Faith is the mother-grace, 
the ſpring of thoſe noble actions which abound 
in the regenerate ſervants of God; who by this 
ſubdue the world, crucify the fleſh, vanquiſh the 
inviſible powers of darkneſs, and do ſuch mighty 
things as are recorded in the eleventh chapter of 
the Epiſtle to the Hebrews ; which is a little Chro- 
nicle of the wonders done by a mighty Faith, 

| When this principle had powerfully influenced 
the Prodigal's heart, as well as convinced his 
judgment, with what eaſe, yea with what joy did 
he break the chains of youthful luſts and cuſto- 
mary ſins ! Faith working by love makes a new 
creatuze. For with one look he beholds the 


deluding devil leading him into the dungeon of 


eternal miſery ; and with another, he beholds the 
Father of mercies, kindly calling to him, and 
opening bis arms to receive him; with one 
thought he.canſiders the needy and naſty condi- 
tion into which his ſin had caſt him; and with 
another he conſiders the happineſs of the meaneſt 
in his Father's hauſe. And now he comes, thre? 
the grace of Gop, to the determining point, even 
to reſolve for Heaven; for Heaven, I ſay, in op- 
poſition to all the ways and entertainments of 
lin, And hereupon, | 

zaly. He deeply regrets and unſeignedly repents 
of his paſt offences againſt his good Father. Evan- 
gelical Faith produces an ingenuous melting. of 
the heart for ſinning againſt infinite goodneſs and 
love, with an averſion as well as a fear to affend 
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; again, let the bribe to it be hever fo great: And 
this is true repentance. | 


Methinks I ſee with what a dejected and afham- 
ed countenance the Prodigal returns home: With 
what ſorrow of heart does he conſider his undu- 


tiful carriage towards his good Father; and thoſe 


hateful extravagancies which he had run into 


ſince he left him? Let us conſider his confeſſion, 
and we ſhall have an affecting account of his 


ſorrow. 


Firſt, He acknowledges his fin; * Father, 


have F 


Secondly, He aggravates his ſin in all its height- 
ning circumſtances againſt Heaven, and be- 
3 fore thee,” or in thy ſight, | 

Thirdly, He is ſenſible of the deſert of his fin 
J am no more worthy to be ealled thy Son; 
make me as one of thy hired ſervants,* Thi 
meaneſt place in thy houſe is better than all the 


+ advancements of ungodlineſs, 


Firſt, He acknowledges and laments his fin 
from his very heart: His words are very mourn- 


ful and melting ; © Father, I have ſinned,s My 


ſin, my fin troubles me ſorely. It ſticks me to 
the very heart, to think how indulgent my good 
Father has been to me, and what a ſtubborn and 
untractable wretch J have been towards him. |[ 
have been as a beaſt before him. So that he 
.hangs down his aſhamed face, and ſmites upon 
his guilty breall, ſaying, Go be merciful unto 


me a linner |! 


O! when once the ſinner comes to this, when 
he ſees his own wretchedneſs, deſolation and 
danger, by reaſon of his fin, and groans forth 
his unutterable ſenſe of its weight, there is then 


à happy alteration begun, and he is in the direct 


a I I es oo mn ©& wa o- 
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promiſe of divine reſt is made by our Saviour to 
ſuch as are weary and heavy laden, Matt. xi. 28. 
and we ſhall one day bleſs Gop with rapturous 
joy that ever he made us ſorrowful after this god- 


repented of, yea, ever to be rejoiced in. 
Secondly, He aggravates his fin, in all its 

heightning circumſtances : Alas! * I have ſinned 
ainſt heaven, and before thee.“ 


He is ſorry for the impiety of his fin againſt 
God: As if he had ſaid, *« Ah! I am full of 
ol ſorrow and confuſion for my many and great fins 


againſt my good Go; the Gop of my life, the 
Gor of my vows, the God of my mercies, and 
an dhe Gop of my ſalvation. O that ever I ſhould 
be ſuch a wretch, to blaſpheme the great Gon 
e vich the breath which he gave me; to abuſe his 
wine and good creatures in reveling and drunk- 
enneſs: to make the members which he gave 
n me the members of a harlot; perverting the very 
end for which Gop my Creator made me; diſ- 

M honouring his name, thwarting his will, and de- 
/ WH fpiling both his juſtice and mercy. This is the 
** firſt and chief aggravation of ſin, which chiefly: 
6 affects the conſcience. The fin is lamented, as: 
ln; as committed againſt Heaven. The Hebrew 
word DW Heavens, is among the Jews a uſual 
name of Gop, as Dan. iv. 26. where it was told 
Nebuchadnezzar, that his * kingdom ſhould be 
* {ure unto him, after that he knew:that the Hea- 
vent did rule. And ſo in the New Teſtament,” 
The Baptiſm of John, whence was it? of Hea- 
ven, or of men ?® Matt. xxi. 25. So that the 
penitent principally laments his ſin as ſin; as it 
; 1 2 ore fin 2 1 414 


* 


way to ſpiritual peace and eternal reſt. For tbe 


ly ſort; for this works repentance never to be 
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was committed againſt the authority, goodneſs, 
and perfections of Gop. © 0 
A true Penitent will alſo lament, and to his 
power recompence any injury that he had done 
to men. He will confeſs his fault, beſeech for- 
giveneſs, and make all poſſible reſtitution to any 
perſon whom he has wronged. So the Prodigal; 
Father, I have wickedly offended and grieved 
ou; I have finned before thee; my wicked life 
as fetched many a tear from your eyes, and ma- 
any ſigh from your heart. I waſted your goods, 
I left your company, I diſregarded your advice; 
for all which I ſolemnly artaign and condemn 
myſelf before you this day; and will no more do 
fo wickedly.” | 
' Thirdly, He was ſenſible of the deſert of his 
fin, —" and am no more worthy to be called thy 
% Son.” Here is more implied than i ſpoken; 
for it implies the ſhame, loſs and rejection, op- 
polite to ſonſhip. -- As if he had ſaid ; „ have 
deſerved to be difowned and diſcarded by you, 
my good Father ; as I have alſo deſerved to have 
my name blotted out of the book of life; to be 
abandoned by the Gop of mercy, and to be for 
ever ſhut up in the dungeon of darkneſs with 
unbelievers and obſtinate enemies of God.” 
Thus will a Penitent aggravate his fin in the 
day of his humiliation; which is a true ſtep to 
obtain mercy : for * he that humbleth himſelf 
# ſhall be exalted,” Luke xiv. 11. If thou deal- 
c eft ſharply with thyſelf, ſays Tertullian, Go 
«© will deal mildly with thee : But if thou ex- 
1 « cuſeft thyſelf when thou art guilty, Gop will 
17 accuſe thee.” And therefore another of the 
MI fathers, Ambroſe, adviſes ſinners to load themſelves 
| with ſelf-accuſations, as the ready way to alle- 
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viate the burden of ſin. Such lowly principles 
made thoſe holy men of old to walk humbly with 
their Gop, even to a degree of humility which 
amazed the age they lived in, as much as it re- 
proaches this of ours. 

We may alſo further take notice, concerning 
the Prodigal's humiliation and ſolemn addreſs to 
his Father, that be framed it in his mind before 
he came to utter it with his lips in his Father's 
preſence, He firſt ſaid within himſelf, *I will go 
to my Father, and ſay, &c.” and then he went 
and ſpake accordingly. This may mind us to 
premeditate before we pray to the great Gop; 
as the wiſe man adviſes, Beckes. v. 2. * Be not 
* raſh with thy moutb, and let not thy heart be 
u haſty to utter any thing before GD. Remem+ 


ber the infinite diſtance betwixt the almighty eter- 


nal God, and a poor polluted creature. He 
u is in heaven, and thou art on earth; therefore 
„et thy words be few.” It is ill trifling and 
toying with ſuch a tremendous thing as Prayer to 
the LoR D of heaven and earth for things of eter- 
nal moment. A true convert will pray ſeriouſly and 
ſenſibly too; ® in the Spirit, and with underſtand- 
% ing alſo. “ And to crown all, in the laſt place, 
34ly, He betakes himſelf in good earneſt to 
ſerve his Father in newneſs of life #, We never 
read that the Prodigal played the runagate after 
his reſtoration to his Father's favour, but he con- 
tinued ſoberly in his Father's family, and obſerved 
the pious orders of his houſe. Thus a real con- 
vert will firmly and ſupremely love that Gop 
whom before he diſhonoured, and embrace thoſe 
laws which before he defpiſed, and venerate that 

picty which before he blaſphemed ; deſiring by 
See page 38, | 


# 
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* patient continuance in well-doing to inherit ſ 
the promiſes,” + 148 
CETTI. IVE, : 


/ 


T HUS have we in our Meditations accom- f 
panied the penitent Prodigal in all the ſteps 


of his return to Gop. And that we may in heart q 
and deed imitate his repentance and reformation, 1 

I come now, ſe 
Thirdly*, To recommend to you the three al 
principal motives which led him to this penitent at 
converſion. And truly they will appear very MW w 
forcible to every ſerious mind; namely, he 


Firſt, The deplorableneſs of his preſent con- 
dition, „ | . 

Secondly, The neceſſity & an alteration of it, do 
- - Thirdly, The likelihood of his ſuceceding in Ml fur 
it, upon his earneſt endeavours. ſw 


1. In the firſt place, he conſidered the deplora- Ml wh 
bleneſs of his preſent condition, He was as naſty He 
as the very ſwine he kept, and much more hun- WW wh 

_ gry and empty than they. The hogs had a maſ- WM the 
ter that would provide for them; but he had no ¶ pea 
friend near him, none that would beſtow the cha- Nedn 
rity of a few huſks upon the poor periſhing man. N wit! 
He had brought himſelf to the moſt abject ſordid Hof 
and comfortleſs condition upon earth; and to icon; 
continue in theſe circumſtances was the way to Wit is 
-periſh inevitably. thin] 


O Sirs! this is yours and my caſe, if we are 
n departed from the living God through our evil 
5 heart of unbelief,* The ſwine's wallowing in 
the mire, is a ſcripture-emblem of the finner's 
ſpiritual pollution ; and the famine and naked- 
neſs which befel the Prodigal in his wild ramble, 
2 * See page 20. 

"of 
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ſnews us the miſery and wretchedneſs to which 
a carnal mind leads men. For“ if they live af- 
ter the fleſh, they muſt die;“ they die to all ſpi- 
ritual good now, and therefore will be ſeparated 
from all that is good and happy for ever 

Ah! what naſty work is every worker of ini- 
quity engaged in! to what brutal luſts and paſ- 
ſions is he enſlaved ! what an ill maſter doth he 
ſerve ! what a pitiful, degenerate, and unreaſon- 
able life doth he live! and ah! what a wretched 
and deſperate death doth he die? And above all, 
what a dreadful, painful, unpitied eternity muſt 
he undergo ? CET 

O Sinner, I beſeech thee, even by the mercies 
of Gop, which thou deſpiſeſt, that thou wouldſt 
do thy immortal ſoul that right, as to ſtop th 
furious courſe in ſin; and conſider wiſely what 
ſweetneſs there is in a life of faith and holineſs ! 
what bleſſedneſs in obedience to the King of 
Heaven ! what joy there is in peace with God ! 
what honour in communion with the LoRp of 
the whole world! what ſatisfaction, hope, and 
peace there is in a pious life! and what bleſs- 
edneſs and glory there is at the end of it! And 
withal, conſider how near we are to an eternity 
of bliſs or torment; and how unalterable our 
condition will be in the other world, when once 
it is entered upon. He that hath the power of 
thinking, let him think on theſe things. - 
How long ſhall it be ere we come to a deter- 
nate reſolution for eternal happineſs ! we can- 
ot endure the thoughts of dwelling with ever- 
ating burnings: we cannot deny but we have 
mmortal ſouls, which muſt receive quickly an 
Tevocable ſentence from the mouth of GoD, ac- 
ording to the manner of our life here. And we 
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daily ſee ourſelves decaying, and drawing on to- 
| wards the inviſible ſtate ; and yet how late is it þ 
ere moſt of us ſet ourſelves ſeriouſly to do the 
will of Gop; and many thouſands never come Ml 
at all to this point? Ah! why will any wiſe 
&« perſon live, ſays one, ſo as no wiſe perſon dares 
« die?” Why do we do that with delight which WW 7 
tends to bitter ſorrow ? Why do we not lay out ill h 
our time and ſtrength chiefly in the concerns of Ml t 
the eternal life to come? Since this world is but t. 
our paſſage, why do our affections ſtick here? 
How can we live in quiet, when the proſpect of Ml h 
a future ſtate is ſo cloudy ? or how can we with 
reaſon and ſelf-love do ſuch things now, as will be WW « 
our confuſion and torment in the eternal ſtate ? 
To what purpoſe have we lived all thoſe year 
which Gop has given us, if we have not yet ef- 
fectually conſidered to what purpoſe Gop ſent 
us into the world; and in what our happineſs 
conſiſts ? Is it wiſdom for us to be always pro- 
viding for a world in which we muſt ſtay ſo li- 
tle a while, and make no proviſion for a world 
which has no end? Have we yet no hope in 
Chriſt? no ſaving intereſt in him? no commu- 
nion with God ? no fellowſhip with the Spirit! 
. no ſenſe of Gop's love? This is indeed a very 
dark and diſmal ſtate ; the ſhades of eternal death 
are in it: I pray you haſten out of it. No perſon 
can make too much haſte, where his life is in im- 
minent danger. And to quicken you to this 
conſider the Prodigal's ſecond motive; namely, 
2. The abſolute neceflity of his changing his 
condition. And this could be no otherwiſe done, 
he was ſure, but by untreading the ſteps of hi 
prodigal life. And therefore he goes back to 
| his Father with ſpeed : for he ſaw that if he con- 
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tinued at this diſtance from him he ſhould periſh 
by hunger and nakedneſs, and the want of all 
things. Though ſome things in this world look 
fair and alluring to a carnal eye, eſpecially when 
varniſhed by the deluſions of the devil ; yet there 
is nothing in it but darkneſs, deluſion and de- 
ſtruction. Like thoſe apples of Sodom, which ſome 
have made mention of ; which are fair, they fay, 
to the eye, but have nothing but duſt within 
them. The Prodigal found this true by ſad ex- 
petience; and methinks we ſhould never forget 
his cry, verſe 17. * I periſh with hunger.“ My 
ſoul is ſtarved for want of © the true meat which 
u nouriſhes to eternal life.“ 

My Brethren, our Father's houſe is the church 


of God: His family, is the congregation of the 


faithful: His Son's body and blood, received by 
faith, are the true viands which nouriſh to ever- 
laſting life, If we are deſtitute of theſe, we are 
infinitely miſerable: for if ſo, Gop is our ene- 
my; his word is our condemnation; his Son will 
pronounce ſentence againſt us: and it will be but 
a little while, and we ſhall be cut off from our 
outward chriſtian privileges, like unprofitable 


branches, and * be caſt intothe lake which burn- 


eth with fire and brimſtone for ever.“ 

Is this a condition fit to be lived in? Can we 
content ourſelves in the neighbourhood of ſuch 
curſes, and under the burden of ſuch guilt? 
Pray tell me; is it not worth our while to labour 
earneſtly for ſo ſhort a time as this life laſts, to 
ſhun the eternal doom and torments of devils? 
Has the prince of this world ſo perfectly blinded 
Jour eyes, that you are not ſcared at the approaches 
of Death, and the Judgment to come; thoꝰ you 
perceive that your peace is not made with Gon, 
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and that you are not partakers of that in ware 


holineſs, without which none can ſce his face 


with comfort ? 
Men, Women, and Children, conſider I pray 


you in time, that if 'we are not regenerated by 


the holy Spirit of Gop, and do not become ſin- 
cerely holy in all manner of converſation ; if we 
dare indulge any carnal appetite, or neglect God's 
ordinances, or live in the contempt of any part of 
God's will; the curſes of God's Book belong 
to us in both worlds; and we may, for ought 
any body can aſſure us to the contrary, make our 
bed in hell before the light of the next day ſhines 


upon us. 


Since there is therefore ſuch abſolute neceſſity 
of becoming ſincere converts to God in time, let 
none of us ſettle again on the lees of a carnal 
ſtate ; but let us in time © ariſe and go to our 
Father; for he is gracious and merciful, and 
* ready to forgive.* This leads us to conſider 
the third motive which inclined the Prodigal to 
return to his Father ; namely, 

3. The likelihood of his ſucceeding in it, upon 
his ſincere endeavours, He confided in the good- 
neſs of his Father, and truſted that he would not 


reject, but cheriſh theſe firſt kindlings of love to- 


wards him, He conſidered with what tender- 
neſs his Father had brought him up; and with 
what uuwillingneſs he parted with him ; and with 
what bounty he gave him a portion of his goods; 
and what patience he had exerciſed towards him 
in his prodigal life; and he concludes with rea- 


ſon, that his bowels were not perfectly hardened 


againſt him yet; or however, that though he 
might juſtly lothe him when a Prodigal, yet 2 


wou 
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would love him when a Penitent. And it proved 
according to his expectation; yea much better 
than he could have hoped: for ſo ſoon as ever 
his Father could get ſight of him, and beheld that 
is Son's face was towards him, even whilſt he 
was at a diſtance, his Father ran to meet him. 
he good old man ſeems to forget his years, he 
ran like a nimble youth ; ſuch ſpirits had his joy 
infuſed : and though he found his ſon all in rags, 
deſmeared with dung, and ſtinking with the ſtench 
pf (wine, yet the Father's love digeſts all theſe 
lothſome circumſtances; and before the ſon 


neck, and vouchſafes to embrace that lump of 
filth and beggary. His Father reads his ſon's re- 
pentance in his looks: and this bleſſed grace blots 
put a multitude of fins. The father does not ſo 


oy of what he now is. For he looked upon him 
is raiſed from the very dead. His ſins had been 
o enormous, and he had ſo long abandoned him- 
elf to them, that his Father had deſpaired of his 
onverſion, and gave him over for loſt: but he 
ow beholds his ſon become another man : and 
ow the beſt clothes and the beſt chear in the 


not ¶ouſe are called for to entertain him; and all the 
to- Wcighbourhood rings with the muſic and mirth 
= df the houſe ; and the burden of their joyful ſongs 
1 


vas this; My fon was dead, and is alive again: 
' he was loſt, and is found.“ 

My Brethren, this is the true deſcription of 
Job's mercy to returning ſinners, drawn to the 
fe in this Parable by the Son of his boſom, who 
ould beſt ſet forth his love to us. Let this then 


ould confeſs his fault, the Father falls on his 


uch as upbraid him with what he had been, for 


Cline us all to return 2 Gop with ſpeed and 
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ſincerity : And whatever our fins have been, let 
them not overwhelm us in deſpair ; though they 
muſt humble us to repentance. 9 

Leet me here leave this Rule with you, Which 
pray you to remember and practite, When both 
my lips and pen ſhall no more be able to gie 
you inftrudtion : namely, That you do not (uf. 
« fer your ſins, how horrid ſoever, to drive you 
% 5om Gop, but to him.” For when the devil 


has brought you into the ſnare of ſin; his neui 
plea is, that you can never get out of it: thai © 
you cannot have the face to go to Gop; or to © 
ſeek his mercy in this odious condition, inf © 
which ſin has brought you. And if he can prevail © 
with the ſinner to ſit till in his fin, and ne 
look out for a remedy, he has his end. But «Wi 
ware, I beſeech you, of this wile of the devil; © 
and fay with the Prodigal, I will arife, and 1 
* pardon of my Father. He has laid help up ü 
„One that is mighty to ſave,” 7/a. Ixiil. 1. iO 
through him be will aburidantly pardon,” ch 
Iv.7. The Lord * Jeſus Chriſt is able to ſave iſ fo 
5: the uttermoſt them that come to GoD by him 

Heb.vii.25. and will in no wiſe caſt out ſuch 
” come Unto him, John vi. 37. : m 
Euſebius has recorded a memorable paſſage i tir 
St John the Evangeliſt, concerning a young on 
of a great capacity and a promiſing countenanct G 
in order to whoſe education this holy Apoſtle H ba 
given a particular charge to the Bilhop of tl 
place whete the young man lived, But ootwighlt 
ſtanding all the care that was taken, he provelfil © 
very diſfolute and wild man; and, after the pra” 
tice of many ſorts of wickedneſs, deſpairing oft cha 
mercy of Gop, he became the Captain of a be . 
en 


of Robbers, wholly bent on rapin, murder, 4 
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cruelty. Of which when St John was inſormed, 
he rode to the place where he uſed to rob, and 
being taken by ſome of them, defired to be car- 
<1 ried to their Captain. But no ſooner did this 
oh great-Robber behold-the awful face of St John, 
gie but be was ſtricken with fhame, and fled away. 
u Upon which the good Apoſtle ran after him, ery- 
you ing. My Son] my Son]! who fleeſt thou'from 
thy Father, unarmed and old? O my Son, have 
„ compaſſion on me; be not afraid ; there is yet 
« hope of ſalvation for thee, I will und-rtake for 
te thee with Chriſt. will die for thee, if need be, 
« as Chriſt died for us, I will hazard my foul 
« for thine, Truſt to me. Chriſt ſent me.” 
nere The Robber hearing this, firſt ſtood ſtill, caſting 
his eyes on the earth; and then fell into a trem- 
bling, and at laſt wept ſo bitterly that he ſeemed 
to baptize himſelf in his own tears. And here, 


of the Apoſtle, ſeemed to be another Prodigal 
returning to his Father, and received with joy: 
tor he was hereby brought to repentance and 
newyneſs of life. Eusk B. ib. iii. cap. 23. 

Let us then be aſſured, from the abundant pro- 
miles of Gop, and the examples of his mercy to 


one of us is a near inſtance to convince us) that 
Gop will ſhew mercy to the worſt of ſinners that 
have hearts to repent and forſake their ſins.— 
Come now, and let us reaſon together, ſaith 
the Lord; Though your fins be as ſcarlet, they 
© ſhall be white as ſnow ; though they be red like 
” crimſon, they {hall be as wool,” Iſa. i. 11. The 
change of your heart and life, by the grace of 


lent ſtate, and future expectations. 


the humiliation of the Thief, and the embraces 


ſinners, (of which his forbearance towards every 


Gop, will make a bleſſed alteration in your pre- 
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Truly, Sirs! there is no day fo beneficial, ſo 
happy, ſo bleſſed to us, as that of our unfeigned 
converſion to Gop. For then the face of our 
heavenly Father is turned towards. us, his arms 
are incircled about us, and his boſom opened to 
us. Then we may look up towards Heaven 
with comfort, and think of eternity with delight; 
we may meet death with -an unſhaken peace; 
and lay by our bodies, as we put off our old 
clothes, in hope of receiving them in a better 
frame at the reſurrection. | 


„ „ e 


H Us have we conſidered the Prodigal“ 
reſolution of returning to his Father; with 
his humiliation before him; and the motives which 
excited him to both, | 
Let us now more particularly apply all this to 
ourſelves. | 
And here we are concerned to bring ourſelve; 
to an impartial ſelf-examination, as in the pre- 
ſence of Gop; whether we are in the Prodigal- 
eſtate of diſtance and diſaffection to Gop, or in 


a penitent and converted one? How ſtands the 


caſe with us? Are weof the inviſible church of 
Gop, or of the ſynagogue of Satan? * All we 
like ſheep have gone aſtray, every one in his 
5 own way," ſays the Prophet, //az. liii. 6. But 
are we riſen from the follies and wanderings of 
our vain converſation, or are we not ? 

This is a point which deſerves our moſt ſpeecy, 
moſt ſerious conſideration : What! * know ye 
5 not your ownſelves,” ſays the Apoſtle ; * How 
* that Jeſus Chriſt is in you, except ye be repro- 
% bates ? u 2 Cor. xiii. 5. If this work of ſincere 
converſion of the heart be not yet effected; what 
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a mockery is all our profeſſion of Religion! and 
how unſavory are all our prayers and other vain 
performances in the noſtrils of Gop! The whole 
purport of the firſt chapter of Fatah, is to chide 
and rebuke the trifling and infincere medlers with 


en religion. To what purpoſe do they take God's 
t; Book into their hand, or his Covenant into their 
e; J mouth, who hate to be reformed ? 

ld WR © Since it is therefore a matter of ſuch conſe- 


ter Wquence, let us, without any manner of miſrepre- 


entation, bring ourſelves directly and impartially 


to this one queſtion ; namely, 


Have we affectionately and unfeignedly made, 
and do we to our utmoſt power, through grace, 
faithfully keep the vows of the Chriſtian Cove- 


ant? Have we ſuch an abiding ſenſe of the infi- 
nite evil of fin, and the immenſe excellency of 


eſolutely devoted ourſelves to God, through his 


ves on Jeſus Chriſt, according to the terms of the 
re- Covenant of Grace? and is the bent of our heart, 
a. Wand the courſe of our life indeed agreeable to this 


holy purpoſe ? Do you ſerve Gop, or Mammon? 
Do you live after the fleſh, or after the Spirit ? By 


pf Light, or the Prince of Darkneſs? and to which 
df theſe are you ſubject ? Who has your heart, 
and whom do you ſerve? What intereſt do you 
de with in the choice and courſe of your life? 


ff this world, and the will of the fleſh and the 


op overbear all contrary deſires and inclina= 


Gop and his ways, that we have ſolemnly and 


ath, or by ſenſe? Do you reſemble the Prince 


ther that of Gop in Jeſus Chriſt, or the intereſt 
evil? Does your deſire and reſolution to pleafe 


ions? and is the favour of Gop the chief happi- 
els you propole to yourſelf ? and in order to this, 
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is the holy goſpel your choſen rule of life? 

Since many queſtions are apt to puzzle weak 
minds and ſcrupulous conſciences, I have here 
choſen to refer you to one very plain-.one, which 
is the ſoundation of the Chriſtian Religion, and of 
the Chriſtian Hope, I pray you, prove yourſelves 
by it without deceit: the deluſion will. be your 
own, if you deal otherwiſe, 

And if you find your caſe good, and your heart 
and ways truly Chriſtian, be ſure to offer Gop, 
through the bleſſed Mediator, the praifes due to 
his name on this account, O happy you! if you 
can appeal to Gop in the words of the elder Son, 
verſe 29. Lo! theſe many years have I ſerved 
5 thee, neither tranſgreſſed I at any time thy 
„ commandment:®* not by a known and wilful 
tranigteſſion, or by no ſuch ſin not truly repeated 
of. If fo, the Father's anſwer to thoſe words may 
be applied to you, verſe 31, © Son, thou art ever 
* with me, and all that I have is thine.® We 
have a promiſe as full as this, Rev, xxi. 7, * He 
that overcometh ſhall inherit all things; and [ 
„ will be his Gon, and he ſhall be my Son.“ 
This is bleſſed beyond expreſſion; an inheritanc 
which exceeds all eſtimation. 

But if on the contrary your ſelf-examination 
ſhews you your wanderings from GoD, and you 
diſtance from his gracious preſence, I then beſeech 
you, with all the earneſtneſs I am able to ſpeak; 
yeas] charge you in the name of God, that you 
haſten your return to him: for why, O!why wil 
you die in your fin, and periſh for ever? 

Do you indeed conſider your mortality and im. 
mortality? Have you ever thoroughly conſidered 
how dreadful it is to die in a prodigal ſtate; 2t 1 
wide diſtance from your Father's houſe; and ut 
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der his heayy diſpleaſure ? without hope of Hea- 
ven, or any further mercy from the ſole fountain 
of it? with terrors without, and agonies within? 
with an almighty enemy above, and immortal. 
enemies beneath ? cruſhed by a multitude of in- 
tolerable ſufferings, without any manner of ſup- 
port, or hope of mitigation? 

Swely the merry contented ſinner never yet 
thought ſo, far as this: he is ſo dazzled by ch 
preſent gazety of ſin, and ſo hoodwinked by th «& 
Prince of darkneſs, that he diſcerns not the 6a: 
clouds which gather about him, and the borrit je 
tempeſt which is falling upon him. But ther 
one text of Scripture, which one would t jak 
ſhould awaken and undeceive every ſinner, (hae 
is not perfectly dead to all that is ſpiritual: It-: . 
that tremendous queſtion put to ſinful men b 
the Holy Ghoſt, Rom. ix. 22. What if God, 

' willing to ſhew his wrath, and make his power 
i known, endured with much long: juffering the 
veſſels of wrath fitted to deſttuction ? O dread. 
ſul! the righteous Gap will give an example of 
his almighty power in the puniſhment of the 
1 It ſball be ſeen by Angels and Men, 
how miſerable the otnnipotent Gop is able te 
make condemned men. Who knows the power 
" of his anger!“ ſays the Pſalmiſt, P/alm xc. 11, 
O harrible | it exgeeds comprehenſion; yet muſt 
be endured by guilty perſons to all eternity, * Ag 
the man is, ſuch js bis ſtrength,” Judges viii. 21, 
A Giant can give a more ſmarting and a more 
deadly blow than a Child. O then, who can bear 
the weight of almighty power, put forth to the 
utmoſt in direful vengeance, and that for ever! 
O diſmal ſufferings ! which no revolutions of 
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ages, or millions of years, can ſo much as leflen ! 
for ſtill thoſe miſerable ſouls are no nearer to an 
end of their ſufferings than at the beginning of 
them. Io 
Tell me, all ye that live unrighteouſly, intem- 
perately and ungodly ! are ye willing to die thus ? 
Can ye dwell with everlaſting burnings? Can 
your hand be ſtrong, or can your heart endure, 
in that day in which the Gop of judgment ſhall 
deal with you after your deſervings ? ® I know 
e cannot. O then, take better courſes in time, 
i ut ye may come to a more bleſſed end. 
And yet, leſt I ſhould not have ſufficiently 
rot ned the lethargic ſinner ; and becauſe I know 
tha t ſuch as ſee their natural face in a glaſs, and 
- Are terrihed with it for the time, are apt to go 
away, and forget what manner of men they are, 
and how near and terrible their dangers are; and 
becauſe the inviſible enemies of goodneſs will be 
buſy in their endeavours to ſteal away the ſeed 
ſown; I make this requeſt to every captiye of 
Sin and Satan, that they would retire, and give 
the following queſtions a ſerious conſideration; 
by which I deſire you to expoſtulate and reaſon 
the caſe with your own ſouls. ws 
ueſtion 1, Loveſt thou the Gop of thy mer- 
cies and bliſs fo little, as to part with his favour 
for ſuch trifles as fin affords ? For a little drink 
which thou needeſt not, and which can only 
pleaſe thee whilſt it is running down thy throat ? 
Or for a few moments of filthineſs, like Eſau, 
who for one carnal morſe] ſold his birthright! 
Or for a few ſums of money, which thou muſt 
leave quickly, or they thee; and which bring 
diſquiet tothy mind, and cannot profit thee in the 
day of wrath? Or for a few ill words, which 


Taz Youxo Max's MONITOR. 57 


bring neither profit nor pleaſure here, yet pull 
down infinite torments in the eternal flate ? —= 


What a reproach is it to a reaſonable creature 


to act ſo madly and diſingenuouſſy ! 


- Beſt. 2. Is the authority of the great God 
ſo contemptible, that his command cannot ſtop 
thee? Doſt thou deſpiſe the Governor of the 


world, who is able to deſtroy both your ſoul and 
body eternally ? 


Duel. 3. Can any thing be a ſecret to Goo? 


or will the hidden fins of men be long ſecret to 
the world? Does not God fill all places with his 
preſence ? Does not his knowledge enter where 
the light cannot? And has he not appointed a 
day when every ſecret ſin ſhall be laid open? 

Que. 4. Has not any ſoul greater peace in 


the mortification of inordinate luſts and paſſions, 


than in their rage and fury ? Is there not greater 
ſweetneſs, honour and hope, in the liberty of 
thoſe whom the Spirit of God frees from the ty- 
ranny of ſin; than in the flavery, toils and vex- 
ations of ſuch as are the ſlaves of beaſtly appe- 
tites and paſſions? _ 

Queſt, 5. Does not chriſtian ſelf-denial pro- 
duce great inward comfort? And does not the 
conqueſt of a temptation bring us the joy and 
glory of a noble triumph? And does not ſpiritual 
joy vaſtly exceed carnal mirth * 

Dueft, 6. Has not ſinful indulgence ſad twitches 
of conſcience, a painful regret of mind, and diſ- 
mal forebodings of an after-reckoning ; threat- 
ning them, as they fay the Ghoſt did Brutus, to 
meet them hereafter to their terror? 

Queſt. 7. Ts it a light matter to contradict the 
end for which we were made, and to pervert our 


3 
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tacultie:, and abuſe the męrcies of Gop? Will i 
a juſt Gop bear this long ? Wo” 7 + 

ue/t. 8. Is it not el-enunity to, deſpiſe the u 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the gracious Saviour of men? i © 
and to trample on his blood, grieve his Spirit, I. 
and neglect that great ſalvation which he bas h. 
purchaſed at fo dear a rate? 4 
Qu. q. What if thou ſhouldſt be forſaken of Ml ſe 
| Gov, and given up to the blindneſs, hardaeſs, in 
and perverſeneſs of thine own corruption ; — 1 
Would not thy caſe then be as wretched even i to 
as that of devils themſelves ? 

9527 10. How many mercies of Gop are 
paſt! How many preſent! And what offers are 2 
made of an eternity of mercy to come | And 
ſhall all theſe loſe their end? Will not theſe riv- ＋ 
ers of oil melt and ſoften thy hard heart r cer 
 2veft. 11. How if thou ſhouldlſt be taken out Ilie 
of this world this day by ſame violent diſtemper, 
or ſome unforeſeen accident? How couldſt thou I 
appear before Gop, or render an account of all 
the paſſages of thy life, or bear the doom of the 
Jaſt ſentence ? "i 

- Dueft. 12. Didſt thou ever look back on any 
fin committed, and not wiſh it undone ? Does 
not ſorrow ſucceed the ſhameful acts of wicked- 
neſs, as ſoon as ever the violence and raſhneſs of 
it is over? And why then wilt thou again make 
work for forrow and repentance ? . 

Duet. 13. Is it not the greateſt honour that 
man can have, to converſe with Gon? the great- 
eſt ſatisfation to have peace with him? and ihe 
greateſt happineſs to be his favourite? _ 

Queſt. 14. Is not our departure from Gon the 
cauſe of our ſorrows, and the very eſſence of our 
miſery? Would not hell itſelf loſe its name, 
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if the gracious preſence of Gos were there? 

Dueft, 15. Have we any intereſt or concetn 
upon earth ſo great and-important as to repent 
of our fins, and return to our Gon, and to glo- 
tify his name upon earth, and do the work be 
has given us to do? 

Conlider theſe things duly, and ſhew your- 
ſelves men, Act as reaſon and ſelſ-preſervation, 
influenced by Faith, will direct you in this caſe. 
Grudge not, I pray you, to ſpend a little time 
to ſecure a glorious eternity. 


SL. LT VI. 


e a 
0 AN D let me here ſubjoin our Saviour's v o ds, 
4 though ſpoken on another account, VW hat 


# thou doſt, do quickly.“ The ſhortneſs and un- 
certain:y of our mortal life, will not bear the 
lingerings and loiterings of a tedious ſuſpence. 


nal condition, Whilſt it bas been entertaining it- 
ſelf with uncertain thoughts of preparing for it, 

| Indeed nothing fruſtrates the deſign ot Religion 
more, than the putting off the holy purpoſes of it 
hom day to day: Becauſe this adminifters ſome- 
thing of eaſe to a deluded ſoul; and at the ſame 
ine prepares a net'for its deſtruction. And alas! 
of Wow many thouſands haye periſhcd in this fatal 
are] It is very probable, that of the many mil- 
ions now in hell, there are but few but had in 
heir life-time ſome thoughts of repenting here- 
ter. But when Gop lays, * New is the ac- 
' cepted time, now is the day of ſalvation,” 2 Car. 
2, it is a very abſurd and hateful preſumption, 
Ir a poor dependent mortal to ſay, Not now, 
t kereaſter.” By mens delays they harden their 
Kats; they make the bonds of cultomary ſins 


> 


Many a foul has been ſnatched away into its eter- | 


4 
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| ſtronger ; they provoke God to give them up to 


their luſts and deluſions : And though they will 
every day need more grace than other, in order 


to their repentance, yet they are leſs and leſs Jike- 


ly to obtain it. So that in effect, by perſuading 
people to delay their repentance, the devil ſecures 
his game better than he could by tempting them 
at once to reſolve againſt ſalvation ; becauſe this 
is ſo horrible a thing, that no conſcience can be 
ſuppoſed to bear it long ; whereas the other way 
of procraſtination, very often prevails on men to 
the day of their death, 

Beſides ; conſider, my Brother! if it could be 
as you vainly project, that you could ſpend the 
molt of your time in fin, and yet be ſaved at laſt; 
would you not be aſhamed to appear defore the 
infinite Majeſty of your Creator, when you reflef 
on what you have done ; and ſee how much you 
have done for the devil, and how little for Gov! 

What! ſþall only your old age be at Gop' 
ſervice? Will you offer dry bones upon his altar! 
An honeſt heathen would bluſh at this. M Does 
not ſhame thee, ſays Seneca, to ſquander awa 
* the active and uſeful part of thy time in vice 


and only to reſerve thoſe laſt hours of thy li 


&« for ſobriety and virtue, which thou knoweſt ne 
5 how to employ otherwiſe ?” And again, Ah 
« how late is it to begin to live, when our life! 
t ending? SEN. de Brev. Vitæ. And we hai 
it from a better pen, that * the blind and feeb 
5 cattle,” (the emblems of old age) * offered | 
5 ſacrifice to GoD, would not be accepted, M. 
i. 8, that is, when they had a male in the 
* flock,” as all ſuch as are young now have; ti 


is to ſay, a more ſtrong and more perfeR ſervi 
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in their power, than what will be in their capa- 
city when they are old. 


So then, foraſmuch as the Young Man in this 
Parable has been the ſubject of my diſcourſe all 
along, I now turn my concluding Exhortations 
to Young Perſons in a particular. manner. 

Ye that are now in the flower of your age, and 
the morning of your time; conſider, I pray you, 
the miſery which attended the miſled Youth in the 
text; and be careful that you do not miſ-ſpend 
the golden days of your life. O! what a vile 
ſhame is it, for any young Men and Women to 
ſacrifice their firſt- fruits to the devil] to pollute 
ſome of their firſt breath by profane language 
and to dedicate the prime of their ſtrength and 
time to luſt, and wine, and profaneneſs ! I be- 
ſeech you, do not thus fooliſhly and perverſly, 
This will only be the ſowing of thiſtles and 
brambles in the ſpring, which will not comfort, 
but torment you, and tear your breaſts in your 
declining years. For if you ſhould be ſo unwary 


and unhappy, as to begin your years in polluting _ 


follies, it will come to this; namely, that you 
muſt either walk back, and undo what you have 
done amiſs, with ſhame and ſorrow, if God gives 
you ſuch grace; or go on heedleſſy to eternal 
horror and deſtruction. 

Let me therefore adviſe you to ſet out aright, 
that you may finiſh your courſe with joy, 
not ſo much as-defire to taſte the poiſonous baits 


of qua luſts. It is madneſs to eat that which 
wi 


be your death if you do not vomit it up 
again, | 1 
If therefore the ſottiſh wine- bibber, or the 
naſty creature who is above all others called un- 
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clean; or the perſon who by cozenage and robbe. 
ry gets unjuſt gains; ſay unto thee, © Come with 
5 us, partake of our mirth and jollity: as thou 
feareſt Gob, conſent thou not: be not a parta- 
ker of their dainties, Jeſt thou pay dear for them 
in the end. If you laugh with them now, you 
5 will how with them hereafſter.“ 

And beware, Young People, that you think 
not within yourſeives, that you have fo much 
time before you; that you may ſin now, and re- 
pent hereafter ; leſt Death come ſuddenly, and 
finding you in fin, you be doomed eternally to 
that place of torment, where all repentance will 
be in vain. It is infinitely beſt not to taſte of ſin 
at all; for one fin does but open a gap fora greater, 
till the conſcience be laid waſte; and then it is 
ten thoufand to one but the foul is loſt for ever, 
Let me therefore intreat you to accuſtom your- 
ſelves to ſober thoughts and divine meditations in 

our youth, Begin this noble exerciſe betimes : 

which, methinks, a good and wiſe man ſeems 

to excel the fortiſh and unthinking part of man- 

kind, more than theſe exceed the more ſagacious 
part of brutes. 


And that I may give you a proper ſubject for 
our early meditations, I think you will fcarce 


find a conſideration which more tends to your 
advantage, than to think deeply and frequeatly 
of the benefits of an early converſion: ſome of 
which I will briefly hint to you. x 

r. Vouth is the proper time appointed by Gon 
for it. This feems to be taught in type under 


the Mofaic Law; by which they were requiied 


to offer up Lambs, Kids, Calves, young Pigeos, 
and the Firft-fruits of all; and isexprefly requir- 
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ed, Eccles, xii. 1, * Remember now thy Creator 
u in the days of thy Youth.*: 

It is indeed the proper time for it; becauſe we 
are made wholly for GoD, and ought to emer 
upon our work in GoD's vineyard ſo ſoon as ever 
we are able to do any thing there. If otherwiſe, 
how can we preſent ourſelvesamongſ the labour- 
ers in the evening to receive our wages ? or how 
can it indeed be. in the nature of things; can he 
expect a plentiful harveſt, who neglects the pro- 
per ſeed-time ? or, can he come timely to the end 
of a Jong journey, who loiters long in the morn- 
ing? Szlomon lamentetb, that“ man knoweth 
u not his time, A Eccles. ix. 12. And if you trifle 
away the golden ſeaſon of youth, you will have 
reaſon to take up the ſame lam entation at the laſt. 

2. Conſider, if in your Youth you ſet yourſelf 
to the work of Religion, it will the more ſurely 
te accomplithed. Now time is before you; your 
heart is comparatively tender; your actual fins 
are fewer ; your faculties more free; your mind 
leſs prejudiced ; your GoD more near to you; and 
bis promiſe of your finding favour with him, very 
politive, Prov. viii. 17. Such as ſeek me early, 
# ſhall find me. 

3. The more early your converſion is, the great- 
er will your growth in grace be. To what a 
dicſed eminency in grace will thoſe advance, 
who have been improving their talen's ever fince 
they were capable of acting with reaton ! They 
will be able to run with the horſemen, and be 
ſome. of the foremoſt in the Chriſtan:race. 

4. Hereby your inward peace will he the more 
bmly eſtabliſhed, , Vou will ſhun thoſe doubts 
bout the love of Gop, and the ſaſety of your 
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caſe, through which many go drooping, and with 
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a more powerful interceſſor for them. 


your death: which indeed you will find worth 


have ſtrong conſolation. 


ſad hearts, 

5. You will be the greater ornament of Reli- 
gion: it will be ſeen in you, that the grace of 
God is able to ſubdue the violence of youthful 7 
luſts, to do which, Philoſophy has conſeſſed its 
weakneſs; and therefore Ariſtotle affirms, that Ml be 
Young Men are not proper hearers of the rules of WW us 
Philoſophy. But the grace of our Lord Jeſus “ 
Chriſt made young John a ſteady diſciple, and ha 
young Timothy a grave biſhop, It is recorded to tc 
the honour of Mnaſon to this day, that he was an m. 
old diſciple, Acls xxi. 16. And St Paul, ſpeaking {Wl th 
of Andronicus and Funia his kinsmen, gives them of 
an honourable preference, even the right hand of 
fellowſhip, as thoſe that were in Chrift before 
% him, Rom. xvi. 7. GoD will ſurely honou 
thoſe, who thus honour him by an early prefer- 
ing of his ſervice before all the glittering temp- 
tations propoſed to their ſenſes by the World, 
Fleſh and Devil. | 

6. You will hereby become a greater help to 
others; a more eminent example to them; a more 
ſufficient counſellor and comforter of them; and 


7. You will have greater hope and comfort in 


all the pains you have undergone. All the weary 
ſteps which you have taken in your Chriſtian race 
will be forgotten, when once you come to finill 
it with joy. | | 

There may be ſome extraordinary inſtances 
which may ſeem to contradict this: but in the 
ordinary procedure of things, @ ſtrong faith wil 
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th 8. This is the — greater glory in heaven. 


You will ſhine like ſtars of the firſt magnitude. 
i. WW 7 be young diſciple, St John, was * the diſciple 
of MI © whom Jeſus loved, and who lay in his boſom, 
ul Jabn xxi. 20. | 
its O admirable! To what peace, and glory, and 
iat WT honour, and bliſs, do the commands of Gop lead 
tus! It may well be ſaid, © Bleſſed are they who 
ſus do his commandments,” Rev. xxii. 14. they 
nd have even now ſome foretaſtes of the fruit of the 
to tree of life. They are now beloved of Gop; 
an members of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; comforted by 
ing the holy Spirit; guarded by holy Angels; a part 
em of God's family; yea, his dear children; and the 
3 of {MW beirs of his kingdom. Such is the happineſs (ſhall 
ore 8⁰0 or rather the glory, of the faithful ſervants 
our Hof GoD. Aſpire unto this advancement, all ye 
fer- mat have any ſenſe of honour! Who can too 
np- bon make ſure of that which cannot be duly 
rid, * when enjoyed; nor ever recovered when 

oft ! 
p toll © that every obſtinate ſinner, who is the real 
ore Prodigal in the text, would effectually conſider 
and this: Count up the coſt of your ſins, O ye un- 
thinking ſouls ! If there be any 2 in 
Arithmetic to ſum up the leaſt part of it. Con- 
der what you loſe by your diſtance from Gop, 
and your ps ms of the hope that is ſet 
beſore you. ill your few moments of ſenſual 
pleaſure, and your few pence of unlawful gains, 
(which is all you can pretend to get by ſin) make 
amends for the infinite loſs of heaven, and the 
erna ſufferings of hell? If not; why tarrieſt 
ih du in ſuch a ſtate of loſs and danger? Why do 
ou not inſtantly ariſe, and humble yourſelf be- 
ore GoD, and inquire with all the concern: you 


* 
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are able, what you muſt de to be ſaved. * | 
O ay Brother | every hour that you deſer effec- 
tual amendment, you run ſuch a rifk as is enough " 
to amaze you, whenever you; ferioully ſtate your 2 
own caſe ; for there is but the rotten plank of this 
frail life betwixt you and everlaſting torment. 
Wherefore be adviſed, Young Men and Wo- 
men, to go forth early to your labouts in Go v's 
vineyard; and then your work will advance 
with your time; and your improvements will be 
ſo conſpicuous, that you will be like pillars in the 
Church of Gop. Your ſteady courſe in the ways 
of Gop,will glorify your Creator, Redeemer, and 
Sanctifier; and will adorn your profeſſion, and 
honour your name, and comfort your heart, and 
eterniſe your happineſs. | 
And whilſt vicious and profligate Youths afflict 
their friends, defile their conſciences, becloud 
their uader{tandings, wound their ſouls, bring 
temporal judgments upon their country, and 
eternal plagues upon themſelves; you will reſt 
quiet from the fear of evil in both Worlds; being 
ſenſidly intereſted in the favour of Gon, and in 
his promifes relating to the life that now is, and 
that which is ts come. | 
How can any of us then refuſe to live with 
ſuch honour as our holy Religion directs, in order 
to die in ſuch peace and bliſs as it doth promiſe ! 
To conclude therefore : Let us all ſeriouſly ſet 
ourſelves to turn unto the Lord by a penitent and 
renewing Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Let us 
s ariſe, and go to our Father," whilſt he yet looks 
whether we will return to our duty or not; and 
is deſirous · of an opportunity to ſnew us mercy. 
And if we thus turn to him, and walk in his 
ways, we {ball certainly find the kind embraces 
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of our heavenly Father now, and be commended” 
of him before Men and Angels in the laſt great 
day; and from thenceforth partake of the bfiſs 
and glory of his kingdom for ever. | 

Which I pray Gop'vouchfafe to us all, for the 
ſake of his ever- bleſſed Son, our only Mediator 
and Redeemer, Amen. 


The Prayer of a Returning Prodigal 
Paraphraſed, 
Which may be uſed by a Penitent Sinner. 


Father, I have ſinned againſt Heaven and in thy 
fight, and am no more worthy to be called thy Son. 


The Paraphraſe. 
0 MosT bountiful and long. ſuffering Gon, 


from Whoſe infinite goodneſs I have receiv- 
ed my Being, and all the enjoyments of my whole 
iſe; I am grieved at my heart, that I have wick- 
dy departed from thy gracious preſence and 
holy goverument; following my deceitful luſts, 
and partaking with many wicked perſons: in ſun- 
ary pollutions and pernicious courſes; ta the great 
liſhonour of Thee, my glorious Creator, and ta 
the greatoffence of many good people. O Lord, 
| ſincerely bewail my fooliſh: and abominable 
mildoings: I reflect with ſhame upon my forget- 
ſulneſs of thee, and my diſregard of my duty to 
nee, O Lord, I am not wortby to be called thy 
detvant, much leſs thy Son: I have deſtroyed 
myſelf; but in thee is my help. O! receive me 
Into thy blefled family: make me obedient te 
ry holy government; and grant me thy favour, 
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which is the only thing that can make me happy. 
I have never enjoyed a good hour ſince I departed 
from thee. The tyranny of devils and inordi- 
nate Juſts, have worried me into continual toils ( 
and vexations; have brought me to a moſt 
wretched and deſtitute condition; and have ex-. 
poſed me to everlaſting miſery. But I now re- f. 
turn unto thee, though moſt unworthy of thy bi 
mercy, truſting in the merit of thy beloved Son, I pe 
who never offended thee, and who has made be 
an offering for ſin. For his ſake, O Lord, pity 0 
my condition, and waſh me in the fountain open- Ich. 
ed for ſin and for uncleanneſs : Pity my darkneſs, 
and anoint, my eyes with eye- ſave: Pity my nak- 
edneſs, and clothe me with his white raiment: 
Pity my poverty, and enrich me with gold puri- 
hed in the fire. T have been a vile Profligate; 
but be pleaſed, O Lord, to make me a true Peni- 
tent, and from henceforth a new creature. And 
that I may no more depart from thee, be pleaſed, 
O Lord, to put thy fear into my heart, and to 
mortify the deeds of the body by thy Spirit, that 
I may live; even live to thy honour whilſt 1 live 
on earth, and may live with thee for ever, when 
I ſhall go hence and be no more ſeen. All which 
I humbly beg through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
Amen. | ; | 

OUR Father which art in heaven, Hallowed 
be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
be done in earth, as it is in heaven, Give us 
this day our daily bread: And forgive us out 
treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that tretpaſs againſt 
us. And lead us not into temptation ; but de- 
liver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen, | 
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A PRAYER againſt Youthful Lnfts. | 


O Mosr glorious and ever-bleſſed Go p, the 
fountain of all holineſs and perſection, who 
haſt given thy only Son to men, to redeem them 
from all iniquity ; I beſeech thee, O Lord, for 
his ſake, to purify me as one of thy peculiar 


people, zealous of good works. Enable me, I 
+ deſeech thee, to crucify the fleſh with its affec- 
„ons and luſts; that neither the Juſt of the fleſh, 
J the luſt of the eye, nor the pride of life, may ever 


pollute my conſcience, debaſe my ſoul, deſtroy 
my peace, or overthrow my hope, But make 
thy love, O my Go, to prevail over all other 
affections, and thy fear to control all other paſ- 
ſons; that I may fight the good fight of faith, 
and may lay hold on eternal life; through Jeſus 
Chriſt, my moſt deſired Lord and Saviour. Amen, 


A PRAYER for a Young Perſon. 


osT glorious and ever-blefſed Gop ! The 
life of our life, and the God of our ſalvation ! 
look up unto thee, the fountain of all goodneſs, 
hrough the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whom thou haſt 
Idained to be our Mediator, with humble thank- 
uneſs for all the mercies of this preſent life, and 
vr the hope of everlaſting happineſs, 
[tis of thy great goodneſs that I was born in a 
iriſtian land; and of thine infinite mercy that I 
"as early brought into thy covenant of life and 
race, through the blood of the New Teſtatnent. 
O my Gop, I deſire to embrace the engage- 
tents, as well as to enjoy the bleſſings of this 
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thy gracious covenant ; earnefily imploring thy 
grace, that I. may live ſuitably to my holy pr.. 
feſſion: that ſo | may never diſhonour thy holy 
name, nor imthought, word.or.dved, deny the 
Lord that bought me. a | | 

Send thy holy Spirit, I beſeech thee, into my 
ſoul, to-lead me to repentance and -newnels of 
life. Baptize me, O Lord, with that divine fire 
which may at once conſume my ſinſul luſts, and 
enflame-my ſoul with divine love. 

Lord make me to know thee, and Jeſus Chriſt 
whom thou haſt ſent ; prepare my ſoul to receive 
him ſincerely in all his ſaving offices; and make 
him effeQually to me a Prince and a Saviour, to 
give me repentance and forgivenels of fins, — 
Through him, O Lord, forgive my natural cor- 
ruption, and-heal my leprous foul. And for his 
fake forgive all my actual. ſins; all the transgreß- 
ions of my youth; my fins. after vows, contrary 
to knowledge, and againſt thine infinite goodne(s 
O Lord! for the ſake of my crucified Saviout 
be merciful to my unrighteouſneſs, and remem 

ber my iniquity no more. n 

And that. I may no more commit theiſame'c 
other offences, vouchſafe, O Lord, to keep 
by thy grace from every ſinſul way, and le 
me in the way everlaſting. Preſerve me fro 
the pollutions of youthful luſts ; and protect 
againſt the ſolicitations. and evil examples of i 
pudent and daring ſinners. Be pleaſed to ſhe 
me the vileneſs of ſenſual pleaſures, the emptine 
of worldly poſſeſſions, and the folly, of pett 
any thing on earth by the loſs of thy favo 
Bleſs me, O Lord, with an early converſio 
with an unblameable life, with a hopeful dea 
and a bleſſed eternity. | 


Give me, good God, thy peace, whieh paſſeth 
all underſtanding; and fo preferve me from the 
ccorruptions of this world, that I may inherit the 
* WM glory of thy undefiled kingdom, | 

And whereas there are i-gions of infernal pow- 
ers, who ſeek to hinder my entrance into that 
reſt ; O Lord, leave-me not to their malice, nor 
my own frailty; but ever ſuccour me with thine 
eſpecial Grace and peculiar Providence; and 
make me as ready to help, and to forgive others, 
as to deſite help and forgiveneſs of thee, my 
Gop. 

Make me to lead my life in thy ſear, and in 
the ſenſe of thy favour, and to grow in grace 
2s I advance in years; ever mindful of my Cre- 
ator, my Mortality, and my future Account, 
That living here to thy glory, I may for ever 
praiſe thee in thy (glorious kingdom, through 
Jeſus Chriſt, who is my bope ; to whom, with 
thee, O Father, and the eternal Spirit, one Gop, 
be all honour and glory aſcribed by angels and 
men for evermore. Amen. 
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| hold the wretch, whoſe Juſt and wine 
1 Had waſted his eſtate; 
Þ He begs a ſhare amongft the ſwine, 
[ | ' And craves the huſks they eat !— 
BY © TI die with hunger here, he cries ; 
1 I ſtarve in foreign lands: 
© My Father's houſe has large ſupplies, 
5 “ And bounteous are his hands. 
'6 Tl go, and with a mournful tongue 
« Fall down before his face; 
&« Father, I've done thy juſtice wrong, 
% Nor can deſerve thy grace.” — 
He ſaid—and haſted to his home, 
To ſeek his Father's love. 
The Father ſaw the rebel come, 
And all his bowels move. 


He ran and fell upon his neck, 
Embrac'd and kiſs'd his ſon : 
The rebel's heart with ſorrow brake 
For faults that he had done. 
& Take off his clothes of ſhame and ſin,” 
(The Father gives command) 
“ Dreſs him in garments white and clean; 
„With rings adorn his anz. 5 TY 
« A day of feafting I ordain: E 
Let mirth and joy abound: 
« My fon was dead, and lives again 
Was loſt, and now is ſound.“ 


„ 


